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LITERARY M MEN. 


'T having long been lamented, that, in the 

| preſent enlightened age, ſo little encou- 
ragement ſhould have been given to Literature, 
and that Authors ſhould be obliged to accept a 
price for their works very inadequate to their 
worth, from an unwillingneſs, or inability, to 
riſk the printing of them themſelves ; by which 
means, not only they, but their families after 
them, have been deprived of the fruits of their 
labour; the REV. DR. TxusLER, who, 
about twenty years fince, ſtood forward in an 
Aſſociation, called THE LITERARY $0- 
CIETY, (whoſe object was to print works of 
reputation, giving authors all profits ariſing 
from the ſame, and leaving them in full and 
free Poſſeſſion of their copyright) purpoſes, 
as this public ſcheme was dropped, to revive 
it now, and for this purpoſe has conneQ- 
ed himfelf with ſeveral Literary Men, who 


woill print and publiſh, at their own riſk, all 


fuch new and original works, as ſhall be ſub- 
| mitted to their peruſal, and mall be thought 
by them worth printing. 


Particulars may be had of J. Murray, | 
Bookſeller, Ne. 32, Flect Street. 
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TO SUSANNA AT SEVILLE | 


LET TRE: 209 |: 


| Rewerics on croſſing the Pyrenean e 


Plan Y Travelling. 


ROM this ever ln Glubris 


ous and amorous city of Mont- | 


pellier, I write to my beloved Su- 
ſanna. Forty days abſence has not 
= yet effaced a ſingle hair-breadth idea' 
of thy ſportive figure. At every 
ſtep; my fertile i imagination has been 
occupied with the delightful retro- 
ſpect of our paſt joys. Although 
my ſpirits are naturally of à wan- 
dering turn, and fond of a variety, 


"Of mn yet my affections are con- 


oF A = centred 
5 Ha 
* 
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centred in one ——— 8 thee, 
are they as fixed as the Pyrenean | 
mountains by me recently trod ; im-- 
menſe barriers ! dividing Suſanna 
from her Figaro. 

What diverfity of ideas paſſed i in 
my mind, during eighteen ſolitary 
hours of the ups and downs of aſcent 
and deſcent ! — On the right and 
left, above and below, rocks, pre- 
cipices, water-falls, and all the rough 
ſcenes of nature, made little im- 
preſſion upon me. In attaining the 


'. fummit, how often did I look back 


towards the uncultivated lands of 
Spain? Every obje& tended to re- 
calf thy fond remembrance. An in- 
voluntary tear would drop, a deep 
figh would heave, and to the North 
I would face again. 
HFaving attained the ſummit, what 

a glorious ſpectacle for a ſentimental 
5 mind! I was there loſt in my re- 
veries 


A YEAR AND A DAY. 3 


veries for more than an hour. The 


ſun's expanded rays declining on the 
weſtern horizon of Spain, and gild- 


ing the diſtant mountain tops, ad- 


moniſhed me to haſten my ſteps in 


deſcending towards the fertile plains 


of France. What a ſudden tranſi- 
tion! As it were from one world into 
another. 4%. 4119 Wit abi 


92 


On this ſide of the Pyteoan moun- 


tains, nature wears a different aſpect. 


Extenſive plains well cultivated, a 
variety of roads well made, orchards 


and vineyards in profuſion, cities, 


towns, and villages, very populous, 
and the inhabitants vain, | gay, talk- 
ative, inquiſitive, inconſtant, and 
withal polite. Their virtues and 
vices I ſhall have occaſion to weigh 
ſeparately, in comparing them with 
thoſeof a neighbouringnation, where, 


in compliance with Count Almaviva's. 


: orders, 1 hall reſide for a limited 


l A * time. 
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time. His ordſhip has: enjcined: me - 
to communieate my obſervations to 
him as they may ariſe; and to diveſt 
myſelf of every prejudice of which 
young travellers are ſo ſuſceptible. 

T ſhall remain here about five 
months, in order to acquire a fluency 
in the French language; and -ſhall 
afterwards ſet out for the capital, 
where I ſhall be the better enabled 
to judge of the cuſtoms, manners, 
and characters of this volatile nation. 
The barren tract of antiquities, and 
dry deſcriptions of cities and towns, 
ſuit not my genius; therefore won- 
| der not to ſee them omitted. s 
Adieu—1 kiſs thy piturs—Con- 
: Qancy and braking is the- e ol wy 
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PROM the Kiely of che Aden 5 

Seine, and in the moſt diffipated 
of all eapitals, 'I write to my lovely 
Suſanng. My mind, agitated with 
thy dear flattering image, bas hin- 
dered me from obſerving objects fo; 
minately as T could have wiſhed. 
My communications hitherto to my 
noble bene factor, muſt be deemed 
inſipid. Occupied in ſtudying the 
language, my intervals of relaxation 
were filled up with the warmeſt ſen- 
timents of love towards thee, and 
gratitude towards Count Almaviva. | 


? 


. A 3 


7 
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His Lordſhip s letters of credit * 
recommendation enable me to figure 
in a ſphere to which I have no pre- 
tenſions by birth or fortune. 

Before I diſcovered my parents, 
and while I remained in a ſtate of 
anxious ſuſpenſe, 1 at times indulged 
ideas, that I might be the ſon of a 
Prince, or ſome great Seigneur. Theſe 
prepoſſeſſions are {till fo rooted in my 
mind, that I cannot reconcile myſelf” 
to my being the nnn. of Doctor 
Bartholo . 

When he formed the A 
plan of marrying me to Marcellina, 
inſtinct oppoſed it, and dictated to me 
that ſhe was my mother. The hiero- 
glyphic mark on my right arm, is a 
confirmation ſtrong as apoſtolic faith, | 
that I am her identical loſt ſon. _ 
8 Love only thy huſband; et 75 
Jeras une belle exception d Puſage.” 


0006 chenſh the love of thee _—_— 
. 


A YEAR AND A DAY. I. 


jealouſy, and that will be another ex- 
ception ; . Car la Jaloufie weſt qu un 
fot enfant de Þ OE ou cet la mala- 
die dun fou. 
Long may the union of ſuch hearts 
as ours continue to enjoy the innate 
ſatis faction of loving, and of f being 
beloved. 


. FIGARO... 
PARIS, OCTOBER 1784s | | + 4 
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TO counT ALMAYIVA AT THE CASTLE or = 
AGOAS-FRESCAs | TH 


e —Gracionds. Sea tie View f Paris 
An Inſtance of Vanit y—dmbition—Engl iſh 
5 5 rench, and GAG of T; ravellers, 


"HE different letters 3 I = 
done myſelf the honourof writin g 

to your Lordſhip from Montpellier, 
e Niſmes, 
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Niſmes, Marſeilles, Toulon, Avigs 
non, Lyons, Challons, Dijon, Auxere 
and ' Fontainbleau, I am ſenfible 
contain nothing that is intereſting. 
I could not give way to fanciful deſ- 
_  eriptions, nor indulge a flow of ſen- 

timents, when my mind was chiefly 
agitated by the image of Suſanna, 
Her captivating charms conſtantly 
intruded on my imagination; ſo far, 
as even to retard my progreſs in the 
{ſtudy of the French language. Ob- 
jects, therefore, paſſed before me un- 
noticed, that might, in cooler mo- 
ments, have appeared captivating and 
worthy of obſervation. 

May I preſume to hope this will 
ſuffice as an apology for the dryneſs 
of deſcription, and barrenneſs of ſen- 
timent, hitherto obſervable | in my 
letters. All ze nne DEE 

Now, behold me reſuming my pro- 
jeQtile ſyiries, ſituated in a centrical 
Es: N hotel 
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eee eee 
firſt time of my life, with the officious 


attendance of a domęſtigue de louage x. 
I have waited upon the banker, and 


delivered him my letters of recom- 
mendation. Your Lordſhip's bounty 
has loaded me with a weight of gra- 
titude, which neither time nor. ſitua- 
tion can ever eſface. To retain and 


acknowledge the many favours I have 


received, ſhall be the grateful centri- 
fugal ſentiments of my heart, next 
to thoſe of another nature, wick: I 
cheriſh for my Suſanna. 
I have taken a ſuperficial view” gef 
this capital, where there is ſup- 


poſed to reign the rage of diſſipa- 


tion, the torrent of pleaſure, and 
the quinteſſence of Politeneſs. Its 
form is nearly circular, and is ſur- 


nn with Wa ene | 


511117 e204 < 
* A lied ſervant, n 6 cmed by Bags 
liſh writers a valet de Place. | 


- 8 5 a 
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and a ſoft meandering: ſtream run- 
ning through its center. It is di- 
vided into three principal parts: 
the city, the univerſity, and the 
town; and its circumference, in- 
cluding the ſuburbs, is about five 
French leagues. 

A Frenchman has cid a 


to conceive Paris to be the fineſt, 


the. richeſt, the greateſt, and the 
moſt ſuperb capital in the world. 
In alluding to that idea, it is a com- 
mon phraſe with him, I 10 a qu un 
Paris au monde; but your Lordſhip 
may, with equal propriety, ſay, 7% 
ny a qu'un Madrid au monde. 
The ftreets of Paris are narrow 
and filthy. No pavement as in Ma- 
drid, . to protect the humble foot 
paſſenger from the danger of being 
cruſhed to atoms by carriages. In 
the middle there runs a gutter, 
which 3 him in the fineſt day 
bez 9 K kewl © 
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of ſummer to be beſmeared with 
dirt and filth, by carts and weggats, 
coaches and cabrioles, 

Never does that ſtirring principle 
of ambition poſſeſs me ſo much, as 
when conſtrained to walk the ſtreets 
of Paris a-foot ; and at every corner 
to be under the neceſſity of ſtopping 
or making way for a multitude of 
approaching carriages. How, at 
that inſtant, is my ſoul annihilated ? 
How then do I feel turbulent deſires 
of ſoaring grandeur? How dol then 
aſpire to viſionary heights beyond 
my reach? The tumultuous fluctu- 
ations of ambition, hurries and agi- 
tates my mind, that by the time my 
ideas have ſubſided to their primi- 
tive nothingneſs, 1 have inſenſibly 
wandered over a different quarter of 
the town; then loſing my way, and 
not knowing the diſtance or ſituation 
of the 1 to which 1 had bent my 
"4 A 6 toute, 
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route, am under the humiliating ne- 
ceſſity of entering into a vile Pari- 
ſian hackney fiacre, more reſemblin an a 
covered ding-cart than a coach. In 
which, perhaps, a few minutes ew 
might have been diſeaſes and pollu- | 
tion, with all their attending train of 
filth ns vermin; 30 901585 + 
Paris abounds with foreigners of 
every deſcription. Here German 
Princes, and Engliſh mi-Lords, 
drive in the vortex of voluptuous 
pleaſures. But there are more Eng- 
liſh ſpending their money in this 
apital, than the total amount of 
Germans, Spaniards, Italians, Rufſi- 
Ans, Durks, Danes, . Swedes, Md 
Pruſſians, that way ci ether a —_— 
ae pleaſu e. 
Wbat an immenſe e of 
Englich money My banker ſays 
that Paris dravys from London, upon 
Wb about . Louis d'ors 


1 95407 W; oy | 
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per month; and one half of this ſum 
is diſſipated upon courtezans and 
horſes. The obſervations are there- 
fore juſt, that an Engliſhman only 
travels to ſquander his money, and 
to acquire the vices of foreigners, 
without any of their virtues z—a 
Frenchman, neither ſo affluent nor 
fo fooliſh, travels into foreign coun- 
tries in order to better his fortune 
a German travels with the prying 
curioſity of a virtuoſo, and the tedi- 
ous minuteneſs 8 of a connoiſſeur, col- 
lecting a budget of uſeful miſcellane- 
ous obſervations ;—a Spaniard, more 
 philoſophically inclined, travels to 
oblerve the laws, cuſtoms, and man- 
ners of ſtrangers. len 
IJ am neither rich novfollith 8 
to travel as an Engli hman, and I 
am too proud to be the ſervile flave 
of others, to > travel a * Francoi 2 


131 3 2. Pp 
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LETTER 1V. 
TO COUNT ALMAYIVA AT AGOAS-FRESCAs, 


T1 ranfitory Succeſſons of Life—Population—T he w- 
rious Methods of n it at Pari. Taes 
- at Paris. 


OW ſhort is the duration of 
time, between the periods | of 
our r breathing the vital air, our firſt 
beholding the light of the world, 
and that of our laſt reſ piration, and 
cloſin g our eyes in eternal fleep ! 
How rapidly one generation ſucceeds 
another! Melancholy contempla- 
tion! To behold one third part of 
a generation periſh by the various 
diſeaſes, and accidents incident to 
human nature, before the age of five 
years; another third before the age 
of thirty, and the remaining third 
| before 
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baliles three-ſcore and ten, or four- 
ſcore years. 1 

Monſieur Necker calculates tne po- 
pulation of Paris to be as twenty-five 
toone; that is, he multiplies the births 


by twenty-five, which gives about 


650,000 inhabitants.—Monſieur de 
Buffon, on the'contrary, makes his 
calculation by multiplying the living 
by the dead. He ſays, 20,000 die an- 
nually at Paris, and he allows thirty- 
five living for each dead, which, mul- 
tiplied by the dead, gives 700, ooo as 
the total amount of population. 
From hence we may conjecture 
that the births and deaths are nearly 
| equal. What a ſtrange circulation 
and ſucceſſion of the human ſpecies, 
comme le numeraire d un Royaume! _ 
French calculators muſt even ex- 
aggerate, when they aſſert that Paris 
contains 650,000 ſouls; for they 
have hitherto adopted no certain 
mode 
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mode for determining ſuch calcula- 
tion. To aſcertain it by the num- 
ber of births or deaths, will give but 
a vague determination, in a capital 
daily reſorted to by ſo mauy ſtran- 
gers. It is true, the houſes are five, 
ſix, and ſeven ſtories high, and com- 
prefled together by narrow ſtreets. 
It is alſo true, that the noblefſe have 
large hotels, with areas bnd. 8. 
terres and gardens behind. 't 
Religion is nearly as prejudicial 
to population in this capital, as in 
that of Spain. The churches,” ab- 
beys, convents, colleges,” hoſpitals, 
and chapels of Paris, are about two 
hundred. From all which, I muſt 
infer by analogy, contrary to the cal- 
culations of French writers, that if 
Madrid only contains 2505000 fouls, 
Paris does not contain Above twice | 
that number. e Sede GOESTING | 
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The taxes paid by the inhabitants 
of Paris amount to about an eighth» 
part of the whole revenue of France. 
Seventy-eight millions of livres“ are 
ſaid to be raiſed annually in this ca- 
pital. So enormous a contribution, 
it muſt be allowed, proves the re- 
ſources and e of this 


| city. 8 
: 3 of chews Millions AT 1 2 7 5 
pas indifferent de remarquer que le Roi tire plus de 
Fevenu de ſa capitale, que les trois Royaumes enſemble 
de Sardaigne, de Swede, et de Da arch," 1 

ayent des tributs a leurs Souuerains.“ —De PAdmink | 
ffration des Finances & la France, pat Mouſe 
OO ICE 
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L. ET FEN N. 


ro COUNT ALMAVIVA AT AGOAS-FRESCAs 


; Severity of Criminal Jaws Implements of. Torture 


Mode of Hanging Three young Men broke alive 
uon the Wheel—Curiofity of Women render their 
Feelings often Callous—Robberies and ' Aſſaſſinds 
tions, how puniſhed in France and Ching-—Eccle- 
faſt cal Puniſhments, 


-- 


Evear 8 that can be 


deviſed to torture the human 


frame, to tear the ſoul piece: meal 
from tlie body, and to excruciate, 
Et by agonizing pains, an unhappy vic- 


tim, is put in force by the unrelent- 


ing laws of this country. 


Ve human legiſlators, is it not 
enough that a malefactor loſes his 
life? Muſt he be tormented for hours 
before a gazing multitude ? 

The 
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| The cord, the ax, the ivlicet; the 
club and knife“, burning lead, fire 
and horſes, are the dire implements 
of impending torture. 'The execu- 
tioners of France are as awkward in 
their offices as thoſe of Spain. 112 

I lately ſaw a poor wretch hanged 
fol having ſtolen three livres from his 
maſter. A double ladder is placed 
to the gibbet, about twelve feet 
high; a rope of one half. inch dia- 
meter is fixed round the culprit's 
neck; his face is left uncovered, that 
his dying diſtortions may ſtrike ter- 
ror into the ſurrounding croud. 
The executioner drags him up to the 
| ho hag | the Speer Ae by 


* Called in Foinch maſſoler; is 'a puniſhment - | 
often inflicted in the ſouthern provinces. The 
executioner is armed with a large club and a knife 3 
he ſtrikes the culprit on the temple ; he falls dead; 4 
a jugular vein is opened, and the blood 4 
He | is afterwards cut in pieces, or bung in chains. 


the 


four, or five minutes, ; 
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— 


the cord bitch faſtens bis arms; 


the nooſe is adjuſted and fixed to a 


hook, and the reluctant victim is is 
precipitated into eternity. 

The executioner then leaps on the: 
ets ſhoulders, twiſts and twirls 


Him, kicks him in the ſtomach and 


parts adjacent. Durin the three, 
& miſerable: 
object contracts and, diſtends his? 
muſcles; his eyes ſtart from thein 
orbs:; his mouth opens and ſhots: 
alternately'; his tongue ſwells and 
lolls out of his mouth; his cdunte- 
nance: changes from ufd pe: to 
„ eee nien ul fed, 
a "A Fw! nes; 1 lifeleſs 
trunk is lowered into a cart. The 
executioner in this operation takes 
care never to cut his precious rope, 


which has done the ſame rr 
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duty, of fu ſpending without 
. for many generations. ) 4 

A hangman in France has no par- 
Welt dreſs preſcribed to him, in 
the execution of his duty; he may 
wear the ſame as your Lordſhip, or 
any other perſon. How my choler 
was rouſed to ſee him dreſſed in a 
coat of the ſame colour and faſhion 
as mine! The colour was blue, and 
made by a Pariſian taylor, 4 la mode 
Angloiſe. Engliſn faſkions mm truly 
een, Paris $9 Mons in 


How far pieferable © are e 


toms of many other nations, where 
the hangman f is either in a ſuitable 
8 or in a ſuit of mourning. 


A few days ago, two young men 
of family and faſhion were broke alive 


upon the wheel, with a third perſon, 


their accomplice; for Re mundkev- | 
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In Spain the ene are e in;a 
Eſtoguiſhing Wy F 
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ed the gaoler of the priſon in which 


they were confined. It appears that 
the two young men had, in the heat 


of a coffee-houſe diſpute, torn the or- 


der of St. Lewis from a Chevalier's 
breaſt, and otherwiſe inſulted and 
-maltreated him. They were taken 
into cuſtody, tried, and condemned 
to twenty years impriſonment: but 


was it not prepoſterouſly ill- judged, 


to ſhut up two young men, in the 
prime of life, in the ſame apartment 
with another culprit, under a ſimilar 
predicament? Was it not natural to 
ſuppoſe that, they would deviſe 
ſchemes, and concert meaſures, to 


obtain that liberty, they otherwiſe 


Had fo diſtant a proſpect of enjoying? 
Yes, the idea of ſo many years con- 
finement to youthful imaginations, 


was worſe than death. Their plans 
being ripe for execution, they mur- 


dered the gaoler, in order to effect 


their 
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their eſcape. - The alarm was com- 


municated, and they were taken, - 


but not till after the apartment in 
which they had barricaded themſelves 
was filled with water, by means of | 
an engine played for the purpoſe. 

As an aggravation of their calami- 
ties, and as a coup de grace to their 
woes, their Judge was inhuman 
enough to inform them, that the 
King had figned their liberation the 
very day before the fatal attempt. 
They were given to hope for no mer- 
cy, and were, a few days after their 
trial, hurried to the moſt horrid of 
all torturess | 

One third part of the Stag at 
this horrible execution, was com- 
poſed of women! Can women be ſo 
callous to the ' tender feelings of 
nature! Women, who not only 
faint at the deſcription of a battle, 
and who are inconſolable upon the 
1-266 _ 
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death of a friend, but who even 
| tremble at their own ſhadow ;- who 
ſtart at the ruſtling of a leaf, and 
who ſhriek at the ſight of a mouſe ? 
Can they coolly ſtand to ſee three 
youths, ſtretched. upon the rack, 
with their faces towards heaven ? 
Can they ſtand to hear the craſhing. 
. of broken bones? To hear the heart- 
4 rending ſhrieks, groans. benedic- 
tions, curſings, and murmurings of 
the unhappy ſufferers? To ſee, at 
every ſtroke, the bones perforating 
the fleſh ; while the marrow, mingled x 
with human blood, falls in thick 
drops upon the ground? To view. 
the pouring ſweats and iſſuing foams, 
with the dying writhes and agonizing: 
_ diſtortions of the tortured victims? 
— Mon Dieu, quel dommage de faire mou= 
rir ces belles hommes] reſounded in 
mingled ſounds from the lips of cu- 
rious and callous women 3-whale the. 
£37 3. men 
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* 


men ſeemed awfully affected, and in 


dreadful ſilence ſhed a tear, and | 
deplored the ſufferers unhappy fate! 


Is it not enough, that 4 painful 
and ignominious death inflicted on 
the guilty, ſhould expiate their 


crimes, without attaching to their 
families indelible ſtains of diſho-. 


nour; and branding their, innocent. 
poſterity with every mark of infa- 
my ?—How cruel and inflexible: are 
the laws, that compel wholefamilies 
to fly from their native country; 
to hide their names in eternal obli- 


vion, and ſeckrefugeamong ſtrangers! 


Would it not be more juſt Me; 
humane to cauſe. the. ignominy to 


»4 a4 + 


take a ſimple retrogade channel; * Y 


thereby only, difhonour the Halbes 
for the ſon's crimes? ? 


J. 


* by & 
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at nee elt Puſage' ar Paros? 
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Happy; thrice" happy, are "ther 
countries where the guilty only are 
| puniſhed; | where an innocent poſ- 
terity may held up their heads, and 
not bluſh for crimes committed _ 
their predeceſſors ! 3 
Highway robberies are more FER 


quent in France than in Spain, and 


are always attended with murder. 
The law very impolitically infliéts 
the ſame puniſhment on the indivi- 
dual that imply robs on the high- 
way, a8 0 ROW — mls and S f 
ſinates. Nine bil - < 

An China, here) we are ak; / 
politeneſs and cheating go hand in 
hand, the laws are very ſevere 
agzinſt theft and robbery. But they 
make a Political diſtinction in the 
puniſhment of a culprit who Meals: 
and . robs, and him who. robs and 
afſaflinates';/ the latter on convie- 
i «TAY . tion „ 
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tion, is puniſhed by Wy gut in 
1 db 47 rift 571 
The police of Diradcs nadie 
to concealall robberies and murders 
that are committed, and hundreds 
happen that never come to public 
light.—A woman concealing her 
pregnancy, and who may be deli- 
vered of a dead child, is, upon the 
preſumption of her being the cauſe 
of its death, 1 by burning 
alive. 

The _ clergy | of France puniſh 
crimes With greater ſeverity than 
ever was known amongſt the Greeks 
and Romans. — Sometimes they bury 
the culprit alive, as was cuſtomary 
among the Perſians, . and ſimilar to 
the In pace of Spain. They often 
confine a culprit for life in an iron 
cage, in which he has ſcarcely.) 
to turn himſelf ; there, hkes M 


he muſt do the occaſions of ,ihature 
„ through 
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through an iron grate, upon which 
he ſtands or ſits, and it thus paſſes 
to a reſervoir below: A eruel vic- 
tim of this kind, „ Was lately releaſ- 
ed at Liſle, in French Flanders, 
after a period of more * Wh gain 
te confinement. nom Boos) gt 
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a eee OY of e ChargerRefroine 2 
upon Literary Men— Advantages accruing to 

; neighbouring Nations by by r ata the Li- 
e of Fe if [i 11 "SIO 9, Oh. 


a9 * — * 


ONEY, i an] agent ppewerf in 

A every country, is at the climax 
B of eſtimation in France; it buys 
| ig; 01112 B juſtice 


1 ſtallation- tool $f 
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juſtice and nobility, peace and war 5 
an iHiterate fool, an idiot, a yea- 
and- nay booby, may by dint of a. 

ew thouſand crowns,- buy a charge 
either in the Parliament, the Coun- 
cil, or Finance. This office Pro- 

cures the purchaſet the rank of no- 
bility after a certain number of 
years; and even ſometimes heredita- 
ry nobility, the moment of his in- 


4’  &. 


* 8 319m Bet 55 
How contrary to every idea of 


| Gian: policy are ſuch inſtitutions 1 in 
@ monarchy. What ſource of illiterate 
vanity ariſes from a perpetual tide of 
nobility pouring in upon the ſtate * 
How prejudicial to the active ſprings 
of commerce, labour, and induſtry? 
How prejudicial to other citizens, 
who are burthened with: taxes, from 
which the nobility by theſe charges 
are exempt > And what mighty 
evils do. ſubjects; groan under, in hav- 


3 vl B 4. >| WT ing 
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ing their lives and fortunes commit- 
ted to the mercy of illiterate and 
ene judges? : 

If a literary genius lets looſe hig 
fanciful flights of imagination be? 
yond the preſcribed, however meri- 
torious, limits, he is often hurried 
from the ſociety of man, and all 
that is dear, and confined to a dark 
cell in the Baſtile. There, unheard 
and unpitied, is he doomed to pine and 
waſte a future miſerable exiſtence. 
How often is he exiled from his 
country, for giving ſcope to ideas 
that db Honour to human nature, 
and that would have been cheriſhed 
In liberal nations My pen ſhudders 
at the thought, whilſt 1 give looſe to 
1 ideas, ſpontaneouſly as they flow. 

The reſtraint upon the preſs, 
cramps literary genius in France, 
as well as in Spain.— The former is. 
[9906 to the * of the Police, 

the 
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the latter to that of the Inquiſition. 
An author who can baſely conceal 
truths, ſooth, flatter, and magnify 
the glory, riches; and reſources of a 
nation, may ſhine in mean - earned 
affluence. But the ſoaring genius, 
poſſeſſed of candour, „and an enemy 
to all ſpecies of unmerited adulation, 
cannot be reſtrained within the narrow 
limits pre ſcribed by partial laws; 
were he even threatened with in- 
haters, vengeance,; his feveriſh 
imagination, fermented by the vari- 
ous ideas therein aceumulated, could 
not be repreſſed, än 
muſt have the neceſſary vent. 
Such bold, daring, and ardent 
minds has the ſoil of France 'pro- 
duced ; all the attempts of Govern- 
ment to ſmother them, only tend to - 
nouriſh them, and as it were, add : 
freth furl to a burning fire, 
: ly Tp * Neigh- 
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Neighbouring nations enjoy the ; 
ee ariſing from printing of 


uch books as France has prohibited. 


Theſe copies are however conveyed 


clandeſtinely into the kingdom, and 


«diſperſed over every province. Their 


being publickly ſuppreſſed, and con- 
demned to the hands of the common 
Hangman, recommends them more 
han if they had met the appro- 


-bation' of the moſt learned and criti- 
bal ſociety in Europe; their value 
18 thereby oenfiderably enhanced; 
the French nation being naturally 
prone to üatisſy an undounded eu- 
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\_-t___ _TO:COUNT ALMAVIYA..r | 


National een e on 5 Fate 
t; Earl iſh ae . at 11 25 | 


AVERY. one "offers 255 own: . 
nation, manners, and cuſtoms 1 
' his that of another. In like man- 
ner the three grand. diviſions of a 
ſtate, military, eccleſiaſtical and le- 
gillative, partially prefer their own, 
and often hold each other. in the 
greateſt contemft. 

The French hate the Spaniards: 
and Engliſh, and the Spaniards and 
Engliſh | deteſt the French. It is 
certain that their marking charac= 
teriſtics. are. diametrically oppoſite. . 
The French ſay, that a a Is 


B 8 n 
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grave, proud, and lazy; an Engliſh- 
man, penſive, haughty, and ſavage. 
The diſſimilitude of the tempers and 
manners of the French to that of the 
Spaniards may be the principal cauſe 
that has induced them to judge rather 
unfairly of our nation; and perhaps 
they may be equally biaſſed in judg- 
ing of the Engliſh, for with what 
raptures and encomiums have 1 
heard your Lordſhip and other Caſ- 
tilian grandees talk of the charac- 
ters, manners, and cuſtoms of the 
penſive and ſavage Engliſh: their 
commerce, manufactures, courage, 
generoſity, erudition, taſte, magni- 
ficence and riches, though blended 
with a ſullen pride and indifference 
towards foreigners ; 3 have gained 
them the envy and hatred of their 
natural rivals, and the applauſe and 
n of the reſt of che world. 
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As your Lordſhip: wiſhes: me to 
make the tour of England, 1 have 
occaſionally formed acquaintance 

with many men of that nation. 

The hotels, table-d'hötes, coffee- 
houſes, traiteurs, reſtorateurs, play- 
houſes, brothels, gardens and pro- 

menades, abound with a * of 

1 characters. ; 

They are ſo numerous at W 
in this capital, that they ſway and 
lead the faſhions; a round hat, the 

hair clubbed, an Engliſh frock, nan- 
| keen or leather breeches, and boots, 
are the ben ton of the Palais Royal 
and Tuileries; 3 theſe mark the weater 
in all places I humme comme il fut. 
I followed tha rage of the! times, 
and to be d- la-made, mounted a very 

becoming lapelled coat d Pangloi iſe ; 3 

the third day's wear diſguſted me. i . 
threw it off with a determination | 
never more to wear it, merely becauſe. 
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<a hangman in the execution of his: 
duty wore the fellow to it. This 
Was truly Spaniſh pride; it Was, 
and cannot diveſt myfelf of it. I 
reaſoned with myſelf, but in vain— 
Hoild pour quoi Faimerois mieux les ca- 
prices et les changemens de la mode Fran- 
coiſe, que la nr de 12 mode nw 
8/9) * N 
It ſurpaſſes . to think "that 
'the Pariſians, who have hitherto. 
| boaſted of being the ſtandard of Eu- 
ropean faſhions ; the legiſlators of 
eurls, and the weathercocks of taſte, 
ſhould tamely reſign their empire 5 
. over perſonal bagatellen, and implicitly 
follow the monotonous torrent of a. 
TS) mes nation. e 
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Changes of female Modes Auecdote of "| male 
| Ludelicacy General topics of Indelicacy. 155 


FH Pariſian ladies are as capri- 
1 cious, as inconſtant; and as vo- 
latile in their dreſs, as they are in 
their amours. To. day they mount 
a balloon hat and rump, to morrow 
they are laid aſide for artificial flowers . 
and feathers of various hues. one 
day they apply rouge iu a large patch 
upon the cheek- bone, in order to 
| give luſtre to their eyes; and another ; 
day it is removed parallel with ass 4 
mouth. Black patches are altered 43 


F. r 


into circular, ſquare, and triangul ; 
0 m— and removed from t the dre 
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to the temples, and from the temples 
to the chin, in alternate ſucceſſion. 
Modeſty is baniſhed from their 
toilets, as well as from their conver- 
ſation. They diſplay naked boſoms 
delightfully low; ſo that ſometimes, 
without raiſing myſelf a tip-toe, 1 
have ſeen the pouting extremity of 
a teton. Well turned legs are always 
diſplayed as high as the calf, and in 
a windy day, one . have a yp 
. ei] beyond the knee. 14 3 : 
O Sufan, Suſan ! thy ſex are del 
Proverutivesd + Forgive the thought, 
1 was reminded of thy only half-con- 
Cealed beauties revealed to none but 
_ conſtant Figaro. ee 5 
The other day I was 1hte=d-thte 
ien my landlady's dau ghter, when 
the ſuddenly got up, andi with a 
look of inexpreſſible fignificance, 
ald, Monſieur voulez ' vous bien 
„ Dont geren harm bune Em 
* | | 3. 1 
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341 pete, et je -retournerai toute @ 
| © Pheure'—] gallantly offered to ſave | 
| her that trouble by ſending my ſer- 1 
vant with the letter to the poſt- | 
office; ſhe made no reply at my 
ſimplicity, but ſmiled, emu 
n ou ++ | 
- In the interval I took up a OY 
- _ the had left on the table, /a 
 foibleſſe d "une Folie femme, and had 
read a page and a half when Made- 
moiſelle D returned—the ſame 
ſmile continued, Mademoiſelle aves 
Vous deja mis votre lettre a la Poſte? ' 
cauſed her to burſt out into an im- 
moderate fit of laughter. I bluſhed 
at I knew not what her Peals 6f - ä 
laughter were redoubled. I faid, | 
Sus je un objet de Ti zee 2” —a mo- | 
mentary ſilence enfued—my recol- | 
le&ion took place, and I found that 
my ignorance was the real object f 
Wer mirth; for ſhe had only retired 


into 


— 
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into the court: yard upon. a call of 
nature like a gallant Frenchman, 
1 ought to have eſcorted her to the 
peoſt- office have given her my hand 
have provided her with her befoins 
carried on a fte-d- tete during the 
5 ſacrifice; ; then have reconducted her 
to the ſeat from whence. ſhe. had 
made the. firſt movement. 
At card- aſſemblies, cotteries, and 
| all female. routs, how. often have I 
heard. reſounded in every quarter of 
the room, Je men vais piſſer. The la- 
dy walks out, and returns with 
more compoſure than I. could poſſibly 
do on a ſimilar occaſion. Je mien 
vais faire um petit tour, is ſynonimous - 
with the above term. But Je men 
vais faire: un grand tour, has truly a 
ſublime e e and. in natural ſi- 
tuations anſwers to * earth's diu — 
nal. motion. 111 2) V 
5311181 Vo bs 11 16? ena F ine 
- on... WL: 1 | 
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Joſe the proper regard and reſpect tu | 


evil ſtar interrupt our mutual li- 


and languor be for ever diſtant from 
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How often bes 1 heard the latfies 
_ dwell for hours upon their maladies, 
remèedes, lavemens, &c. A huſband 
frequently adminiſters a lavement to 
his wife, ſolely pour reſraicher le corps 
and what is ſtill as ſtrange, ſhe in 
her turn adminiſters the like to him. 
Theſe are certainly mutual good 
offices, but then decency and 
decorum ſhould never be violated 
between the ſexes ; for thereby they 


wards each other, and coociſbitras 1 
diſguſting indifference enſues. ! 
= May love, conſtancy, and harcndny 
ever ſubſiſt between ar; may no 


eity; and may cloy ing indifference 


the nu mo_ ſheets. of Sahne | An | 
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Conduct and Privileges of the Mar ried 
Momen Prince de Conti's Obſervati OS 
| Hnecdite add e po oP: 


9218 15 Hh; fc: FA {+ 7.7 - 
ovE TR Berks re, in the 
S es of France; Intereſt 
Fay ame are the chief ob- 
jects conſulted: The parents and 

relatioms look out for a ' ſuitable 
match for their children, and after 
a few interviews,” the parties become 
united. The honey moon over, the 
lady muſt fix upon a gallant to eſcort 
nades, and all public places. The 
huſband ſeldom appears with his 
wife, it would be conſtrued into 


FR. 


1 1 jealouſy; Y 
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Jealouſy; a diftemper held in the 
. greateſt contempt by this polite na- 
tion. Were the lady to be always 
eſcorted by her huſband, the world 
would fay, that ſhe poſſeſſed no 
charms, no- attractions, no ſenfibi- | 
1. to make a conqueſt of a gallant. 
| "A married woman has greater ſway - 
and greater privileges in France 
chan in any other country. She has 
ber routs, her balls, her aſſemblies, 
without ever conſulting that bing 
Her huſband. She forms parties of 
pleaſure in town or in country un- 
known to him. Wien 1 have been 
aſked if I dined at Madame ſuch· a- 
one's houſe, or if I vent to Madame 
ſuch- a- one's aſſembly J conceived 
theſe ladies to be in a ſtate of widow- 
hood, but I was egregiouſly 1 miſtaken. 
Should a married woman's fa- 
| Yourite ciciſbeo prove deficient in his 


regards or devoirs, ſhe immediatelß 
| abs | 


ö 
i 
| 
| 
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diſmiſſes him, antl looks out for i 
another — he has, at leaſt; the glori- 

ous recompence to boaſt: of favours 

that he might have received, in order 


to enhance his value, and put him- 
1 ſelf in a neee bahn aal 
„ onen 3 


A een Ke. nor . | 
loot rea leaſti ſymptoms of jea-- 
louſy, even though conſcious of the 

infidelities of 3 wife At is mort 

praiſe worth for him to: caſt a 

veil over her caprices and weaknefles; 

and to endeavour to conſole himſelf N 

(providing he has ſufficient addreſs) 

in the arms of another i,8l . It is 

true, his offspring may be ſpurious; 
but the law politically: enough ad- 

Judges all children born in wedlock, 

to be the huſband's, it matters not 

When, how, or in what manner 

ey were, en. e ee 


Ae 
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Had 1 been born in France, * 


: wal have for ever led a ſtate of ce- 


libacy—ſooner than become un mari 
Francois, I would allow myſelf. to be 
tranſported into Perſia to be depriv- 


ed of my virility, and become keeper 


of a Seraglio; rather than be a tool, 
a cloak, a cypher, to a capricious 
and incontinent woman. 5 


The Prince de Conti was A in 
his obſervation to a courtier, who. 
one day aſked him the reaſon why 
France had of late 6 much degener- 
ated, and that it had produced no 


more Ti urennes, Villar, nor Saves ?- 


The Prince replied, Cg depuis 
1 que nos Mee: ont ſve. d leurs la- 


40 e,, 
In order to facilitate, intriguing; 


Farm le gens comme il aut, man and 
wife always ſleep in ſeparate apart- 
ments, as far diſtant f from each other 


as the houſe will admit. - Thus the 
10 * Huſband 


* 
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huſband 'may enjoy his favourite 
innamorata, whilſt the wife may be 
entertained by her garcon de bonne 
fortune, without any danger of 1 intru- 
ſion from each other. 1 1 
Mademoiſelle D — has vaſes re- 
Hite to me a ſingular inſtance of 
matrimonial politeneſs by Baron de 
* * * * towards his Lady. An of- 
ficious ſervant had often told the 
Baron, that at his uſual hours of 
walking, a certain young officer em- 
braced the opportunity of being tete! 
Artie in the Baroneſs's 'bed-chamber.' 
The Baron nobly determined to ſhut 
his ears againſt any report tending to 
defame the reputation of his wife, 
and he reprimanded his ſervant for 
being too officious and premature in 
huis information. The ſervant 
Fl picqued at the Baron 8 incredulity, 
found an occaſion to give him oc- 
eukar ptools He runs to the terrace 


A YEAR AND A DAY, 


4 


of the Tulleries, finds his maſter, 


and tells him what was at tliat cri- 
tical inſtant paſſing in the Baroneſs's 

chamber His houſe not being above 
150 yards from the gate of the 
Tuileries, the Baron loſt no time in 
returning—he entered his lady's: 
apartment, and found her and her 


gallant in a ſituation the moſt une- 


quivocal—In a ſoft voice he requeſts 


the ' ciciſbeo to make his eſcape for 

the preſent by leaping from the win- 
dow, as the only means to preſerve 
the reputation of his family. The 
officer obeyed. The baron rung for 
his ſervants, who mounted, armed 


oy 


with ſticks, pokers, ſpits, and other 


offenſive weapons; they diligently 


ſearched under the bed, in the clo- 


ſets and every where, but in vain. 
The Baron then addreſſed himſelf 
to his informer, and after reproach- 
ing him in the moſt vehement man- 


* 


5 


. . 
uy - 
5 


* 
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ner, diſcharged him from his ſervice 
for maliciouſſy traducing the repu- 
tation of an innocent wife. Here 

the matter ended, and the gallant 
has only to be more cireumſpect in 
his future entrevues, as he has the 
ſanction of un mari ; dibonnaire. 1 
O, Suſanna, had I been in 8 
Ne 8 ſituation, Iknow not to what 
lengths may rage would have tranſ- 
ported me! May Heaven avert the 
blow, and ſtill protect thee as free 
from capricious wanderings, and as 
full of faithful conſtancy, as I pes 
1 and as I believe thee”: 5 
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LETTER. 


- TO. DOCTOR BARTHOLO AT SEVILLE. 
| n Action Incęſtuouss Facts. 
MY lately a and ever e 
cheriſhed father, it is time for 
vou to quit this iniquitous world, 
for the nefarious actions daily com- 
mitted in it ſeem to gain ground on 
chis ſide of the Pyrenees. Your in- 
tention to marry me to my mother, 
and to which my inſtindtive powers 
ſtood in oppoſition, would have been 
an incident awful enough, had it 
taken place. But was I to unfold all 
the adulterous and inceſtuous ſcenes 
which have come to my knowledge, 
and daily paſs in this ſecond Sodom: 
1 fear — Horror would benumb 
C your 
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your nerves, ſtrike your frame para- 

lytic, or ſuddenly ſtop the languid 

circulation in your veins. . 
The French eſteem your ſon un 


von enfant, un brave gargon, et un drile 


de corps. With theſe qualities, and 
a ſingular, and what they call a face- 
tious turn of recounting my adven- 
tures in Spain, Portugal, Italy, and 
Germany, I have got myſelf intro- 
duced to ſeveral of the nobleſſe, among 
whom diſſipation and libertiniſm ride 
on the higheſt pinnacle of paſſion. 

Supping the other evening with 
Count de **** the ſtory of my 
mother induced IM to relate an in- 


cident of himſelf, which he ſolemn-. 


1 declared to be true. I cannot 
doubt his veracity, for the Count, 
of all my acquaintance, has the leaſt 
of the gaſcon in him. 7 * 
The old Counteſs de * , hs 
cunt, had often Sapp? him wth 

* 5 money, 
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money, whilſt with his regiment in 
a diſtant province. After his arrival 
in town, he occafionally viſited his 
aunt, and paid her every mark of 
attention and reſpect that gratitude 
could inſpire. She uſually upbraid- 
ed him with inattention and neglect, 
in not vifiting her oftener. He re- 
doubled his attentions and viſits, till 
he became almoſt domeſticated with 
the old lady. The Counteſs was 
fond of a' bon mot, an equi vogue, or 
any titullating anecdote. The young 
Count had a great many in ſtore, for 
accelerating the circulation in her 
old veins. Her penchant, her caprice, 
.* her whim, her thirſt for a je ne ſais 
quoi de diaboligue, overpowered her pa- 
rental affection, and cauſed her to 
give hints, opportunities and open- 
Rings. The criſis at length arrived; 
and a fauteuil was the firſt witneſs 
of their inceſtuous j joys. 85 = 
Cz © | 
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This horrid intercourſe ſubſiſted 
for ſome time, till one morning, 
when the Count wiſhed to pay her a 

viſit in her bed-chamber, where the 
uſually breakfaſted. But what was 
his horror, his confuſion and remorſe, 
on finding the room door locked, 
and on being told, by an old confi- 
dential domeſtic, that his brother, 
Marquis de * * * * was in company 
with his aunt. „„ 
As an aggravation of the crime, 
is Marquis is a married man, and 
ans, two children. e Ja[7::1 
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T0 COUNT . 


KEE f Pari The Ogera. 25 cats oY 
Pollux e Danat—T ragedy and Comedy 
Peculiarities of a Frenchman and Engliſhman 

- at Public Place An nnpolite Cuſtom at the 
Theatres 7 Provincial and Garri ſan 2. OWNS. 


Rs ot 
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Paris are, le Thidtre Francois, 
IE Theatre Italien, and POpera, or 
P Acadimie Royale de Mufique. The 
French theatre is a new edifice in 
the modern ſtile of architeQure, and 
worthy of the pieces of a Corneille, 
a Racine, a Moliere, and a Voltaire. 
It has every conveniency and pro- 
perty that a theatre can poſſibly poſ- 
ſeſs. It inwardly forms a complete 


C3 ·ͤ —. 
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circle, divided into twelve parts; 

three parts for the avant ſcene, and 

nine parts for the wangen of boxes 
around. 

The arched vault above is N di- 
vided into twelve parts, and exhibits 
the different figns of the Zodiac in 

- ſculpture. The ground is. painted 

azure, and the figures are white. 

From the central point is ſuſpend- 

ed a large chandelier, which is hard- 

ly. ſufficient to illuminate the houſe; 

a defect common to all French the- 

atres. Here, contrary. to the cuſtom 
of moſt French theatres, the ſpecta- 

tors are ſeated in the pit or parierre. 
The Italian theatre was originally 
meant for Italian operas; but of late 
years, French vanity has depraved 
their taſte, and the pieces performed 
at this theatre have degenerated into 
| Nreuch © comic Operas, &c. It is or- 
| namented 
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namented with a profuſion of ce | 
tured and gilded work.  _ 
The opera- houſe, on the ds 
vards, is a temporary building, and 
was begun and finiſhed- in ſeventy- + 
five days. The other evening I went 
© *O0: ſee Caſtor. and Pollux, a favounte 
opera with the, Parifians ; ; the houſe 
was erouded with people of diſtinc- 
tion, among whom were Prince 
Henry of Pruſſia, the Prince of 
Naſſau, the Duke of Richelieu, and 
Duke de Byron. The piece went 
of with aſtoniſhing eclat: No won- 
der, for it is full of that parade, and 
thoſe extravagant tranſitions, which 
never fail to pleaſe a French audi- 
ence. This opera ſomewhat re- 
ſembles our ridiculous tragedy of 
Saint Amaro, with reſpect to the ſud- 
den tranſitions from att, to hell, 
from hell to paradiſe, with groupes 
of Bode and Saen, angels and 
C 4 che- 5 
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cherubims, devils and furies, and 
all their various attributes tending to 
pleaſe and torment, delight and 
aſtoniſh the enraptured beholders. 
This evening a new opera, called 
the Danae, has been repreſented. 
It eft fuperbe, il eſt magmfique, re- 
founded in the boxes, amphitheatre, 
and parterre, during the laſt ſcene, 
repreſenting hell, and all its furies; 
with old Danae chained to a rock, 
and his forty-nine daughters, puniſh- 
ed and tormented by the infernal 
furies, whilſt fire and brimſtone was 
inceſſantly ſhowering on them. 
The French poetry, and the actors 
and actreſſes, ſuit not the natural 
majeſty. of Melpomene. I have ſeen 
them attempt ſome of Racine and 
Voltaire's beſt tragedies, at the Com- 
medie Francoiſe, but they could by no 
means render juſtice to the author. 
Regular, meaſured rhymes, with a 
1 pompous 
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pompous and monotonous delivery, 
fatigues the ear and palls the ſenſes. 
F J have never ſeen a tragedy in France, 
; but I was perfectly tired before the 
| curtain dropped. + 
Comed) y, and les petites pieces, PING 
to be more naturally adapted to the 
French; although many: of them 
hang heavy for want of incidents. 
Dull ſcenes of converſation are too 
frequently indulged, Wg 
between maſters and valets. 
A good French comedy can no 
more want a valet, as confidant „ 
Rero of the piece, than their operas 
| ean a bouquet and /;bban, as attributes 
of love. A diſguſting familiarity 
1 ſometimes takes place on the ſtage, 8 
| between a nobleman” and his valet: ; 
One would be apt to ſuppoſe they 
had only made a temporary change 
of dreſſes. The valet ſchemes and 
intrigues, adviſes and foreſtes; nax 
I | C ; orders, 


o 
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orders, and takes what I deem the 
moſt impertinent liberties with his 
maſter. Hence ariſes that familiarity 
obſervable by foreigners: 1 in French 
ſervants. Indeed, it is a common 
in ſaying, .que les Jaquais les plus grands 
et les plus inſolens font les meilleurs. 
Such valets would not ſuit the 
prod and glaomy, mind of a Spani- 
ard, neither do I believe would they 
uit the hapghty and im een ſoul 
of an Engliſhman. 1 pores 
"y A,F renchman, in all Gore hs 
in all ſituations, hums or ſings an 
air for want of thought, while an 
Engliſhman does' worſe; he ſcrews 
up his mouth and whiſtles. From 
the habits of education, a Frenchman 
deems it malbonndie, and a contempt 
for the company to whiſtle 3 while 
an Engliſhman deems it rude puppy- 
im for a Pant to dle an air in 
r M23 boo eottvbs egen 
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Laſt night, in ſome of the moſt 
intereſting ſcenes of the opera, one 
or two affected French connoiſſeurs, 
who ſat behind me, eternally ac- 
companied with their warbling voices 
the ſtage ſingers; while an Engliſh- 
man on my right hand whiſtled, in 
diſcordant notes, alternately, the 
airs of Marlbarough, and  *, caurs 
fenfbles, ceurs fideles.” 3 
At the theatres of provincial towns, 

where troops are quartered, how of- 
ten are the ſpectators diſturbed (per- 
haps at the winding up of a cata- 
ſtrophe) by a ſerjeant entering into 
boxes, amphitheatre, and parterre, 
with a budget of letters, for the re- 
ſpective officers. It is a moſt bar- 
barous and unpolite infringement 
upon the rights of the other claſſes 
of the audience, and it only ſuits a 
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government that may be under the 
ty exerciſe of — laws. 


2 PARTS. 
1 \ 
* * 
— 
„ \ 
* 
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TO COUNT ALMAYIVA® ; 


The French. partial 10. their 3 Language 
Their Prejutices—Beauties and Defetts of 
the Talian, French, and Spaniſ n 


"HE French m PEE. are not 
fond of ftudying foreign lan- 
guages. IL hey conceive their own 

to be 1 Plus ſuperbe, la plus chafte, la 
plus douce, et la Plus parffaite au monde. 

I grant that it is a delicate language 
of phraſes and compliments, and the 
. „ beſt 


/ 
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deſt adapted for light converfation; 
but as for its being the moſt ſuperb, 
the Spaniſh, in that reſpect, far ex- 
_cels it. As to its being the moſt 
chaſte, it is quite the contrary ; the: 
words themſelves may be very chaſte, 
m a literal meauing ; but the ſenti- 
ments they often convey may be of 
the moſt laſcivious nature; for no lan- 
guage has a greater variety of phraſes. . 
capable of being turned into a double: 
ſenſe. The Italian far excels in ſoft- 
neſs and harmony; — and: the French: 
has too many rules and exceptions+ 
m Ai ai to be _ . . 
feet. 
With x ſneer, the French * that: 
che Spanith- language is becoming 
enough, in the mouths of priefts,. 
nuns, and enthuſiaſts; that the Ital- 
lan is only becoming in the mouths: 
of ſingers and fine women; that the 
guttural ſounds of the German are 
excellent 
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excellent for breaking of horſes; 
and that the Engliſh reſembles the 
united ſounds of trumpets, and the 
hiſſing of ſerpents. But the four na- 
tions may in their turn ſneer, 
and alledge, with equal propriety, 
that the French language has a naſal 
ſound, reſembling the ton ton of 


American bull- frogs. 


It is true, when the ear is not ac- 

cuſtomed to the ſounds of a foreign 

language, one may readily ſuppoſe, 
that it has a near affinity to the above 

definitions. Upon the ſame prin- 
ciples as a perſon who does not un- 
derſtand a language, may conceive 
the pronuncation to be more 270 
than it is in reality. 

Charles the Vth was in uſe to ** 
of theſe five languages, that he would 
ſpeak Spaniſh to God Almighty, 
Italian to his miſtreſs, German to 


\ 
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rey horſes, Engliſh to larde, and 
French to his friends. 
I have now made ſome progreſs in 
- ns different languages, and am the. 
better enabled to judge of their re- 
ſpective beauties and defects. In 
the Italian and French I am fartiſſimo: 
in the Engliſh, non ſono forte; and in 
the German; an poſſo favellare. © 
T be Italian is allowed to be the 
F moſt beautiful, the moſt harmoni- 
ous, and the moſt perfect of all the 
living languages. Its principles are 
ſo ue re and liable to ſo few ex- 
ceptions, that it has endured for 
centuries without changing. The 
French, on the contrary, contains 
ſo many rules and exceptions, to- 
gether with the deviations, changes, 
and prunings it undergoes every 
thirty, or forty years, that it ſtill 
remains a perplexing and imper- 
al: language. . 5 redundancy. at» 
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phraſes eſtabliſhed by cuſtom, and 
which cannot bear a grammatical diſ- 
ſection, are eſſential to the chaſms 
and intervals of converſation. Hence 
their ſuperiority over the Spaniards, 
and other nations, in maintaining 
chit- chat for hours, upon the moſt; 
trivial matters. 

The French language ws er : 
. glaring defects, which ſtruck me: 
forcibly, as having a eee know 
ledge of the Italian. One or two of 
theſe I ſhall take the liberty to point 
out to your Lordſhip, flattering my- 
felf that they may mn wits? _ 
own: ideas. 

The imperſonal” * y a is al- 
ways put in: the third perſon ſingu- 
lar, although the noun that follows 
may be in the plural. Example, * 
y avoit un homme, and i y avoit des 
Hammes. In the Italian, vi era un 
ee 18 properly” changed in the 
1 5 75 * 
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plural, vi erano uomini. This imper- 
ſonal verb in French is improperly 
compoſed of the auxiliary verb avorr, 
in place of etre. 5 
The conjunctive pronoun lui ſerves 
in talking relatively of a man or a 
woman. Je lui parlerai, ſignifies, I 
will ſpeak to him, or, I will ſpeak 
to her. Strange, that the French 
ſhould have ſo far loſt ſight of polite- 
neſs, as not to aſſign a diſtinct con- 
junctive pronoun for the female _ 
In ſhort, no hagusge has fo many 
particular expreſſions, which require 
the moſt flaviſh adherence. The 
French will admit of no tranſpoſi- 
tion or inverfion, and thereby their 
poetry is literally proſe, if you lop off 
the rhyming ſyllables. It has, how- 
ever, a variety of beauties and deli- 
cacies, and is more univerſally culti- 
vated than any other living language. 
-& + | - 'The 
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The Spaniſh language is angela 
ly the moſt ſolemn, the moſt grave, 


and moſt devout under the canopy of 


heaven. It is the language of ſaints, 


angels, and cherubims, and proper- 


ly: belongs- to the celeſtial abodes. 
If. we ſuppoſe language to be a di- 


vine inſtitution, the! Spaniſh miſt 


have been that with which Eve's per- 


ſuaſive lips ſeduced our father Adam. 


It muſt have been that with which 
our firſt parents devoutly addreſſed 


their Divine Maker; and it muſt 
8 wn been the language of Paradiſe. 


May all the good ſubjects of Spain 
gain thoſe realms of bliſs, which their 


| „ ene and n eta 
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Marking —— of the French e anity © 


 -)mortified—Fencing Match A Rencontre 
W ee in Duels; 


ſee one Frenchman, and have con- 


verſed an hour with him, you may 


| ny of the general maſs of the na- 
There does not ſeem to be 
— diverſity of character among 


them, which we. Lade in other na- 


Handy. 


- Whilſt under the hands of my 


of the wu led him to Doreg ond | 


N ehen grand ſcale of politics. In 
te N leſs 


5 TH 5 — 


TANITY js the national 3 
iſtic of the French. When vou 
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leſs than a quarter of an hour, he 
diſcufled the reſpective intereſts of 
European ſtates for maintaining the 
balance of power, which he faid the 
Emperor of Germany wiſhes to over- 
turn. It was not for nothing 
(added he, while he put the ribbon 
on my hair) that the Emperor rolled 
about incegnito in different countries, 
car Ceft un petit hamme plus fin que le 
diable. He then threw himſelf en 
profile before me, ſtretching his neck, 

and holding himſelf upright. 44 Peo- 
ple fay, that I am as like the Em- 
peror of Germany in features, figure, 
1 tous enſemble,” as one egg is like 
another. This was uttered with 
fs much ſel E conſequence, while he 
| Kept his attitude for my approdation, 
that I could not help mertifying him 
by aſſerting, that he muſt have been 
miſtaken in the names, for I never 
_ 2 more a. reſemblance be- 


| Tween 
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teen two human figures, as between 
him and the Emperor of Morocco, who 
is ugher than a baboon. Though I 
only ſaid this by way of mortification, 
I could not refrain from laughter, at 
finding the idea at that inſtant truly 
realized, by the ridiculous, vicious, 
and babooniſh looks he aflumed. 
Then, regarding me with a diaboli- 
cal eye, he walked off, uttering, as 
he deſcended. the en the an 
on and pards. f tt | 
As an amateur * n 1. ocea- 
eng ſtep into the academies of 
Paris, where I exerciſe for ſome 
hours. Your Lordſhip knows that 
the French pride themſelves on be- 
ing the firſt ſwordſmen in the world; 
and I admit they may be the firſt 
foil. players, but they are not the beſt 
TOs A Frenchman has little 
chance in a ſerious combat with an 
Tralian or a Spaniard, who is accuſ- 
* 
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tomed to parry with both hands. 


The former depends folely on his 


ſword in parrying; the latter de- 
pends on his left-hand as well as 
the ſword. A Frenchman attends 
more to the graces and minutiæ of 


the art of foib play; an Italian and 


Spaniard more to the eſſential and 


ae rules of ſword-in-hand. 
Fhe other evening I had an aſſault 
PER a French officer, at one of the 


moſt eminent fencing ſalles in Paris. 

_ His, vanity; oppoſed to my pride, 
warmed our bloods; and eee 
fatal conſequences. 


We were nearly eher in reſpect 


4 of play 3 3 but 1 had {ſome advantages 


over him, from parry ing occaſionally 


V Italienne with my left - hand, and 


inſtantly thereafter touching him by. 


the repofte. He frequently denied 


palpable touches; I did not perſiſt in 
Wakaiaing them. He touched me 
b once, 
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once, and reſted on | his longe, with 


his foil unpolitely fixed to my body; 
he recovered, ſtrutted, and boaſted. 


much of his palpable touch, which 


indeed could not be denied. I felt 


in fome degree awkward, and with 
warmth told him, as if confident of 


my own ſuperiority, that he had no- _ 


thing to boaſt of, '? 6 of je vous donnerai 


autant tout d Pheure * this made him 


5 inſtantly reſume his guard with un 
uſual fierceneſs, whilſt the attention 
of the enden Greatly in the 
iſſue. bd wr. ha” 

During ſome minutes; we algal 


nately parried and thruſted, till at 
length he made a- full Jonge, forcing 


a thruſt in carte. 1 inſtantly diſen- 


gaged, and caught him with a time- 
thruſt in his poſition, while his bladd 
was totally out of the line. My. foil 


bent like a bow, while I kept my 


arm ſtretched to his body; it ſnapped, 
however, 
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however, in the middle, and the bro» 
ken piece rebounding, ſcratthed my 
adverſary's chin.—“ Sir, I have per- 
formed my promiſe.” —** Yes, Sir, 
replied he, and you have purpoſely 
broke a foil on my body, which I 
conſider as a material inſult.” With 
a ſneer he added, You' would not 
have ventured to diſengage a ſword 
in the ſame manner, but would have 
endeavoured to oppoſe the thruſt by 
a parade.“ — This was a kind of 
oblique challenge ; I therefore re- 
torted accordingly, ** I have ever 
looked upon. ſword-play and foil- 
play as the ſame, and what I have 
praQiſed upon you with a foil, I 
mould endeavour to execute in a 
_ familar, manner with a ſword.” — 
Cf egal d moi, —et Ceft egal d noi 
aulſi, was repeated by both parties 
with a Are of en wid e, 
eee The 


The ate ſtepping up, obſerved 


that he never permitted any alterca- 


tion in his academy reſpecting 
touches, and that I had touched my 
adverſary fairly and according to the 
niceſt principles of the art. After 
this deciſion, IL put on my cloaths 


and walked away. I was followed 
into 4a Caff 2 militajre Rue St. Honore | | 


by my adverſary, he beckoned me, 
aud whiſpered: in my ear that he 


expected I would meet him in the 


Champs-eliſies next morning at ſeven 
o'clock, in order to give him ſatiſ- 
faction for the inſult he had juſt re- 


ceived from me. My pride and con- ; 
fidence would not allow me to make 


the ſmalleſt conceſſion to ape ſon 
whoſe vanity ; had excited my £0n- 
tempt. I therefore in very laconic 
terms aſſented to the rencontre. Ln I 


Accordingly next morning) —— met 


| bo wa ground ap pointed, and bau- 
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ing no ſeconds, little don 
was neceſſary e both drew, and 
put ourſelves upon guard; my adver- 
ſary dropping his point, and ſtep- | 
ping back, ſaid, „that he would 
c be ſatisfied with the firſt blood 
4 drawn; that as the inſult was not 
46 of a mortal nature, a gentle prick 
ce would atone for it, without endea- 
4 vouring to take away my life.“ 
Smiling at his vain diſtinctions, dic- 
tated by his falſe ideas of honour, 1 
laid, „ That flow and gentle 
% movements impeded execution, 
% and that in Spain and Italy we 
& were not accuſtomed: to fight in 
4 that manner. If he conceived 
„ hitnfelf to be inſulted, I was 
1 that inſtant ready to give him ſa- 
. tisfaction, but I had no idea of 
8 reſtraining my arm in the execu- 
<< tion of any intended thruſt where 
1 cotccived my life was at take.” 
"oy ; SY With 
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With a great deal of ſophiſt iſtry, ke 


endeavoured to explain the diſtinction 
between an affair of honour, where 


"oa the inſult demanded i in ſatisfaction 1 
the life of an aggreſſor, and an of- 


fence like the preſent, which only 
required an expiation by a few drops 
of the aggreſſor's blood. Theſe 

« diſtinctions, (ſaid he) the laws of 


* honour obſerve as minutely, as 


f 


the criminal laws inflict _— or 

« corporal puniſhments.” „ 
His reaſoning was all in vain, 

I kept inflexible to my firſt, reſo- 

lutions ; and again declared that 


I was determined to conquer or fall 


in the encounter. Sheathing his 
ſword, he obſerved, That as I 


% had given bimethe meeting lie a 
6 man of honor, he would rèſt ſa - 


266 of loſing. his W 


for he had no deſire to 
40 Ane life at the hazar d 
ſerans. d 
Faue- 
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40 P avenir oe FI din.” Die tout mon 
tæur, replied I, uadednije him by the 
hand am thus we returned to town 
in the: moſt cordial and friendly 
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HAT "A drang and incofit- 
ent animal ĩs man to- day he 
nes prejudices and prepoſſeſ- 
„ſions, and by to-morrow's ſetting 
fan, they are blaſted. The Count 
Wu '\ 33 | 28 | de 


A YEAR AND A ar- 


nobbing with an unuſual degree of 


_ cordiality, aſked how I liked the- 
ricaſſte of young chickens: of which I N 
had juſt eat ſo plentifully res bien 
Monfieur le Comte, elles &toieut:deticieuſes. 
The Count drank his bumper o of 
wine, and burſt out into an immo- 


derate fit: of laughter, because he 
knew: tay antipathy. 


--It: was the firſt ae 2 
of a Halle oc frogs, aud my appe- 
tite did juſtice to their tender fleſh. 


Sacre be! Hexclaimed the Cou nt, with : 
the-ſame; emphaſis as an Engliſhman. 


would: on the ſame occaſi on, ;exelaim. 
God dam Comm vous laviex mange 

de la fricaſes de grenouilles. Tant 
mieux ſaid I, for 'Agoas-freſca and 
Seville abound with rege, and 
e 81 keg ones with 
liga od Wart little 


— 


iT: 


Pe D on filling me a bumper of 
Burgundy after ſupper, and hob-and- 
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little exponce . ny delicious 
meals. 
 Foutre,  ſacre zue, e 8 LY 
fardieu! are moſt eſſential exclama- 
tions for a French converſation: 
they give ſtrength and energy to a 
ſentence, while rant mieux, - tant pis, 
d ta bonne' heure, vous avez raiſon, and 
occafionally an affirmative or a nega- 
tive well applied, are the ſoul of 
_ converſation in its various tranſitions. 
A. ſtranger would be apt to ſup- 
poſe! that theſe. exdlamations and 
phraſes were radically the 'founda- 
tion of the language; for, from a. 
Prince of the Blood down to a LA 
lighter, they are as current as a. f. 
Hara piece. But all the ſtrange excla- 
mations that can poſſtbhy he col- 
lected from the Dictioname de I aca- 


demie Francoiſe have not, (as IL am 
informed the magical powers of 
* . God * of the Engliſh. 

One 
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— - 


A perſon may exclaim, and others 
ways curſe with every poſſible gri- 
mace, till his tungs are expended, be- 
fore a waiter of a traiteur or coffee- 
houſe in Paris, will bring you any 
thing to eat or drink, and before that, 
he will move one ſtep quicker than 
uſval—But change your grimaces 
into a ſoft look, with i vous vnules 
bien, preceding your. demands, and 
you may have ee * your 
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[APPY - delve: of a thrice aa 
* py ſon How Nature beſtows 
how ſympathetic feelings to the natu- 
ral? Was fortune as laviſh in her 
gifts, a mother ſhould always ſhare 


them! 


Neo ſituation awakens our "REA 
thy and affections: ſo much, as that 
in which the unfortunate part of the 
human ſpecies 1s placed, and which 
may be ſimilar to our own. A 


_ callous inſenfibility to the misfor- 


tunes of others, is too often natural 
to thoſe who have always baſked in 


the ſun-ſhine of affluence ; ; hat a 


man 
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man who has undergone the viciſſi- 
tudes; of good and: bad fortune, and 
has fel the hardſhips. of life in varia 


ous forms; commiſerates the ſuffer- 
ings of his fellowrereatures, and 1s. 
truly endowed 80 Moat 
feelings + ot . tor 


JO 


In my walks this Pins 1 | 
ofity prompted me to look into the 


Foundling Hoſpital, near the Ca- 
thedral of Notre Dame -a moſſ 
glorious and praiſe · worthy inſtitu- 
tion for the abandoned: and unhappy 


victims of an unnatural race of mo- 


thers. G God! What à ft ight for 


human Tenfit ibility ! How muſt our 


ſentiments of tenderneſs, and com- 
paſſion be awakened, tq ſee in a room 


forty or fifty innocent and helpleſs 


Infants; arranged in ſeveral rows of 


ſtanding eradles; to behöld ſome 


 Exyingziiathers ſmiling :ſameaſleep, 


WH dome ſucking their : 


D 5 nurſes, 
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nutſes, and others feeding on pre- 
natural mothers, and fever to ex- 
perienee what is moſt dear i in 11 | 
; parental ties and affections ! 1 
The ovetflowings of Lulbility 1 
could not fuppreſs—my heart was 
relieved, while the guſhing" tears 
triekled dawn my check. 
On going out, I obſerved, places 
ever the door, the ſtatue of an infant 
m a nurſe's arms, with this infervp: 
tion derne. We SOT TON TION 


un Pere, et ma * 5 „ 
Mais, mon Jeagneur prend hein <& moi. 


reo thouſand children are annu- 
ally received into this hoſpital, and 
that in the Faubourg of Saint An- 
teine, both under the direction of 
the Charity Siſters. 
The misfortunes anvending” mY 
younger year are hot — 
to 
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to thoſe: that daily preſent "Nt 
ſelves before me—T was: ſtolen from 


you, at 2 tender age by Gipſies,. and 


for many hungry and weary days, 
wandered about in Spain, Portugat;. 


Italy, Bohemia, and Hungary. Even 
at that early period, I ſtudied. hu- 
man nature in her melancholy. and: 


en ſcenes.— To have diſcovered 0 


nd ul 


my parents was once the ſump 
of my wiſhes; but alas! no fooner - 
is one wiſh gratified than another. 
ſucceeds; and. perfect Waren is; 
not the. 1 of * mortals.: 


pants. 
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Poti puniſbed as a th rere, 
er Priſons for the dee bee 


a f | T L911 


JOTWITHSTANDING | "RY 
- gence is confidered as a crime, 


a4, beggary puniſhed by confine- 


ment in Depots or Renfermeries, Paris 
and its environs ſwarm with miſer- 
able wretches. 55,000 of the in- 
habitants are ſuppoſed to be in a 


Rate of wretched mendicity, whilſt . 


double that number wallow in all 


the voluptuous fuperfluities of life. 


On paſſing through the ſuburbs, 


Humanity 3 ts fhocked to behold the 
variety of miſerable objects that pre- 


ſent themſelves.— Men, women and 
| _ chile 


A YEAR AND DAY. 85 
children in rags, a prey to hunger, 

and devoured with filth and vermin 
hey ſtun the ears with pitiable 
moans of diſtreſs, whilft the mind 


ſhudders at the fight of deformity, 5 


and ſhrinks from the view of mor- 
tified ſores. 1 * 
The lowneſs of wages, and the | 
rehpolitical taxes levied on the poorer 
claſs of people, contribute no doubt, 
to increaſe in France that wretched 
condition of beggary infeparable 
from, and exiſting in, all large com- 
munities. But, is it not contrary to 
the precepts of religion and humanity, 
to ſhut up in priſons and puniſh ſix 
or ſeven thouſand of this miſerable 
elaſs of ſociety, when charity work- 
: houſes might be eſtabliſhed and ſup- 
ported more eligibly at a very mo- 
derate expence? Theſe Depdis or 
Kenfermeries for puniſhing of beggary, 
have only been of late years inſtitut“ 


86 TER NOVELTIES or 


ed in France; upwards of thirty: are | 
already eſtabliſhed: in different parts. 
of the kingdom, andthey are attend- : 
ed with. an annual expence of dbont 
two millions of livres.. 
The other day, on paſſing che "ou 
St. Antoine, I viewed! with. awful: 
feelings. the national Renfermerie, not 
for beggars, but for priſoners. of 
ſtate, known by the name: of the 
Baſtille— Strangers. are not permitted. 
to viſit within its walls, nor even to; 
examine it toe; minutely withont 
I is an ancient and gloomy: manſian,, 
with eight turrets, and: ſurrounded: 
with: deep fofces—Monfieur, Saint 
Foix ſays, 'that.this.caſtle,. without 
being ſtrong, is one of the: oſt for. 
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pine away a loathſome and miſerable j 
exiſtence in its dreary abodes; ſhut "N 
ap for ever from the fan” s animat- 
ing and cheering rays, from ſocial 
intercourſe, and from the endear- 
ming ties of Kindred and relationsz 
the happy period that puts an end 
to their woes muſk | be. "denials 
wiſhed: | 
In my ith 1 RY eee 
looked into ſeveral other Renfermeries, , 
tuck as St. Loazare and Bicitre for 
| roufining vagabonds ARS bee, n | 
 Hoprial General 4 4a „ Hafens Gi 
confining and puniſhing abandoned 
Ww Jenny's c.—In theſe, bad regula» | 
ora e ne and A Ry wo polices 
The en — are auch 
the lame as in other countries. The 
governers and directors devaur the - = 
loave: and Am while the afflicted 1 
 wretches E 
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wretches ts cheoigh neglect. There 
are upwards of 700 hoſpitals in this 
kingdom, where 100, o wretches 
conſtantly find refuge, and one-fifth 
of the number are ſuppoſed to die 
annually. Their revenue ariſes 
chiefly from the patrimonial proper- 
ty annexed to them in lands, houſes;, 
& c. beſides ſome dN e 
. from the royal treaſury. „ 
-  , The principal hoſpitals: TOY I 
1 hier viſited at Paris, are E?Hotel 
Dieu, the General Hoſpital; and 
Bicetre n the firſt they receive both 
ſexes of all nations and of all reli- 
gions; it contains 12,000 beds, and 
upon ar average, 6000 patients. The 
General Hoſpital contains 10, 
patients; and the Bicètre 4, or o 
The fick that uſed to be accumu- 
{lated in the ſame beds at L!Hotel 
Dieu e been recently ſeparated an 
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conſequence of the wiſe and humane 
plan of Monſieur Necker. 

To ſee the different wards crammed 
with miſerable objects in, different 
ſtates of agony; to behold i in one 
bed an object having reſigned his laſt, 
breath; another feebly ſtruggling 
with the agonies of death; and a 
third excruciated with mortified = 
while the ear is aſſailed With t 
mingled ſhrieks and groans of ho 
ſuffering patients; exhibits? ſuch an 
affecting ſcene of human woes, as 
cannot fail to · exeite the compaſſion/ 
of every tender and feeling heart; 
and at the fame time conveys to the 
mind more forcible” leffons" of me- 


5 rality Ne 1 he EQtures cn! Ethics. 
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Omens of War in Europe—Ths King:of Pruffia's: 


wiſe Laws—The Elefior of Baveria's tyrun- 


nic Laws The Emperar of Germanys Po- 


 bicy in fupprefſing. red” Favs had 
Nun i in. a . 


Vem at. Paste turns upon no- 


* 1 4 4 


2 to. blaze in Euxope. It is 


Germany has made demands on the. 
Dutch, reſpeting the free naviga- 
tion of the Schelle; which, if com- 
plied with, will only lay a founda- 
tion for other pretenſions. It is not 
for a trifle that France takes an ac- 


tive _ by forming the greateſt 


i Cp ad 


\ 


V 


A ind a_ wa a — „ 


IE. EY ous of 88 
but the torch of War that 
not for a. trifle. that the Emperor of 


CONE "ANDES * 
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preparations on their frontier towns. 
It is not for a trifle that France as 

well as England and Spain are buſy 
in their Dock Vards. It is not for 
a trifle that the Empreſs of Ruſſia 
files off her troops towards the 
Ukraine, while the Turks collect 
magazines at Belgrade and Adriano- 
ple. And it is not fbr a triſte chat 
manique keeps a watchful eye on the 
| jarring-intereſts of ſurrounding pow« 
ers, while he filently waits;thoaftug 
that he may ſuddenly ſtrike on | 

play with his wonted adtvity.. * 

A veil at preſent ſeems: 3 
various deſigns of | theſe European 
powers; and the ſeeds of i diſcord 
now in embryo, time only will 
kindle a general flame, that will not 
be extinguiſhed but at the e 
of n blood and treaſure. 
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Commerce and religion have ever 
been the cauſe of the effuſton of 


human blood. Theſe will ever cou- 


tinue to be the ſource of various 
evils in every ſtate, and tend to de- 
ftroy and diminiſh the humam race. 


Indeed a partial deftruttion and di- 
minution may be deemed neceffary, 


when we conſider that if populatioii 


increaſed without being retarded: by. 
any other than natural cauſes, we 
mhoduld find the earth adequate for 


the purpoſts of nutrition, and con- 


ſemnentiy we thould:: become antbro- 
| Popbagies, or eaters of each other. 


Whilſt that wiſe legiflator, the 
King of Pruſſia has been *abohſhing 


from his dominions lotteries and 


every ſpecies of gaming; and imak- 
ing judicious laws and regulations 
in favour of the ancient fraternity 
of Free- Maſons. Behold the petty 
| EleQor of Bavaria, with the moſt 


e,, deſ- 


4 


* 6 


A YEAR AND A DAY. 93 


deſpotic ſway, forming a police re- 


ſembling an inguiſition for ſearching 
the houſes, and ſummarily trying 
ſuch perſons as are ſuſpected of writ- 
ing freely upon the ſubject of religion 
or the ſtate. Behold him alſo whim- 


fically - aboliſhing and annihilating 


the fraternity! of Free- maſons; aſſo- 


ciates hitherto held in univerſal 


eſteem; for their benevolence and 
charity. {18-765 ll 


— 


During my perigrinations over 


Italy, Bohemia, and Hungary, how 


often have I met with the moſt 
friendly, and brotherly aſſiſtance 


from maſonic ſocieties, when for 


want of ſuch aids, I might have 
periſhed in woods, uppitied and un- 


known. 4 en 
A report u tranſpired among 
' the-DiiriGats that the King of France 
means to follow the example of his 
drother:in-law.the Emperor, inſup- 


W 1 preſſing | 
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prefling a certain number of male 
und female convents, in order to en- 
courage the propagation of the hu- 
man race, I wiſh moſt cordially 
that our good King of Spain would 
adopt ſimilar meaſures. Though I 
1 adm a friend to the catholic religion, 
1 vet I:think ſome of its inſtitutions 
(4. are no leſs prejudicial to the popu- 
Iation of a country, than the tribe 
of eunuchs are to The 3 
of Aſia. * | 
Wbat is it that Makes England, 
Holland, and Switzerland the beſt 
peopled countries in the world, pro- 
portionably to their extent, but tol- 
leration reſpecting religion, and the 
mildneſs of their laws and yo" 
ment? 4 
How many Auſktids of thieAfair 
ſex are doomed to paſs their lives in 
a cloiſter, who would have other- 
oy become affectionate wives and 
| - 6 = tender 
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tender mothers? How often have 
I ſeen a fair Religieuſe, when ſepar- 


ated from me by double iron grates, 
and talking of raptures that ſhe was 


ſuppoſed never to know, expreſs by 
looks and conſcious bluſhes, a tone 
wiſh to be in the gay world again! 


Witneſs ye walls and midnight ta- 
pers, their ſighs and tears, their emo- 


tions and wiſhes, that alternately 
fluctuate in their juvenile boſoms; 


witneſs their extatic ideas of burn- 
ing love heightened in their imagi- 


nations to the utmoſt extremity of 


bliſs— Nature will prevail in ſpite of 


religion and the moſt rigid regula- 


tions. Theſe ideas ſubſiding, deep 
oontrition enſues; and a confeſſion, 


followed by abſolution, reſtores: their 
minds to-a primitive tone ** happi- 
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TO COUNT ALMAYIY As 
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„ARIS He's its environs \ighound 
with a variety of pleaſing pro- 
| menades. —The Palais Royal, Tuille- 
ries, Boulevards, and even the 
br idges have the utile et Dulce. The 
Pariſians deem the Palais Royal to 
contain tout ce qu il y a de beau en Eu- 
rope, and the Boulevards tout ce 15 Jl 
y a-de beau d Paris. 
The Palais Royal has been _ 
to its preſent ſtate of, perfection by 
the Dube de Cbarires. It is an im- 
3 menſe pile of buildings, forming an 
oblong ſquare, with a piazza all 
round, ſupported by large WOW? of 
-, 2: the 
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F. 


the Ionic order; in the centre of the 


ſquare are gravel walks ſhaded by 


double rows of trees. But the idea 
of a palace totally vaniſhes: on be- 
holding an aſſemblage of ſhops, frai- 


teurs, reſtorateurs, coffee houſes, and 


bagnios, promiſcuouſly arranged 


under the piaz za, and a concourſe 


of people of both ſexes, and of all 
natiolis, trading and intriguing as if 
it partook' of the hermaphrodite 
qualities of a Royal Exchange and a 
Royal Rendezvous. In letting out 


this palace piece meal, it only diſ- 


plays genteel economy. with oftentation, - 
neceflary qualities for a prince. = 


The collection of pictures i in the 
Palais Royal will gratify the taſte of 
any conoiſſeur. They are executed 
by the firſt maſters, and repreſent 


the choiceſt pieces of ſacred and 
prophane hiſtory—Here i is. full ſcope. 


for the imagination in its varieties. 


2 443 144 4 f * E S 
* a i b 
3 8 


98 TR NOVELTIES or 


Here a love- ſicx mind may indulge 
the various tender ſenſations that 
love or the fineſt pencils can inſpire; 
and alternately feel the paſſions at- 
tendant on anxious hope and cruel 
deſpair. P 

Venus and Mata: by P. Veroneſe, 
ſtruck me in a forcible manner for 
its incomparable execution and ex- 
preſſion. Here Cupid artfully plays 
with a garland of flowers round 
Venus's feet, and tying them toge- 
ther, transfuſes into her foul the 
ſpreading flames of love. Mars 
vigorouſly preſſes her to yield to 
his burning defires, and Venus ſeems 
to imbibe the delicious ſenſations of 

love, with a degree of melting an- 
guiſh inexpreſſibly ſweet. Wt 

A Venus bathing and Nanding vf up 
to the knees in water, wringing her 
wet, golden. locks, executed by Titi- 
15 18 incomparably A 
E Ci Potiphar's 8 
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Potiphar's laſcivious wife and the 
virtuous Joſeph, painted on braſs 
by A. Veroneſe, is alſo ſo well ex- 
ecuted, that I Sud the fimpleton ä 
Joſeph and wiſhed myſelf in his 
place ſo much for love. But as 
death will one day put an end to all 
ſublunary bliſs, with awful reſpect 
I conclude my catalogue of paint 
ings with that of the death of Chriſt, 
by Carracci, ſaid to be valued at 
10,000 louis d'ors. It is rather upon 
a ſmall ſcale, and ſhewn to great diſ- 
advantage from” "the darkneſs of the 
room. | 
The Boulevards Along a pleaung 
variety of amuſements for the bourgeois 
upon holidays. Here one beholds 
the old and young, the lame and 
blind, dancing and killing the pre- 
ſent moments with every act of 
gaiety and mirth; forgetting g paſt 
forrows, no r of 
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future cares, but eagerly engaged in 
paſſing the preſent fleeting moments, 
indicate a people truly contented 
and happy. The nobility pompoul- 
ly dragged along in their gilded cha- 
riots, admire and envy the felicity 

of the lower claſs. of people. 
Paris contains upwards of 600 
coffee-houſes, and they are frequent- 
ed only by the middling rank of 
people, ſuch as ſtraggling officers, 
reſpectable citizens, and ſtrangers of 
every denomination.. Theſe coffee- 
houſes can no more exiſt without 
an orator, than a bagnio or brothel, 
without un Jendeur de naſeauz. 
Theſe orators announce the news of 
the day, politics and ſcandal. They 
take a decided part in all debates, 
and are as tenacious and abſolute in 
their opinions as any monarch. The 
French drink their coffee very ſtrong, 
by r of . the blood and 
| | acting 


7 
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acting as a ſtimulus, although the 
general, received opinion is, that 
ſtrong coffee rather enervates than 


inflames. The Turks are very much 
debilitated by an over-fondneſs for 
coffee; but the French are careful 
not to make ule of it to exceſs tem- 


perance ſeems to be one of their | 


greateſt virtues. 

The mechanical coffee-houſe in 
the Palais Royal is truly plebeian, 
and frequented. only by the lower 


_ claſs of bourgeois, who are drawn 
thither to fee the mechanifm of 
coffee ſerved upon dumb-waiters. On 


each table 18 one or two circular 


dumb-waiters ; on pulling the bell- 


cord fixed to it, the bottom of the 


waiter inſtantly flies open, and the 
orders are communicated in writing 


or verbally to the living waters be- 


low, who in the twinkling of an 


eye, as if by magic, cauſe to aſcend 
E 3 
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on the dumb-waiters the articles de- 
manded. 


PARIS. 


LETTER XIX. 


ro CHERUBIN AT SEVILLE, 5 
| N f | 

Indi ſpeſition — Reflections, or, Le Droit d' au- 
bane - Church Yards of France and _ 
Power of women in France. 


>=, 


Lately deſpaired bs ever 3 8 
the felicity of writing again to my 
friend, or to my lovely Suſanna; be- 
ing ſeized with a violent fit of ill- 
neſs, occaſioned either by the water 
of the Seine, or the thin wine of 
this country; both of which are li- 
. able 


* 
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able to operate in a wonderful man- 
ner upon ſtrange conſtitutions. 


My illneſs was increaſed by 
painting to myſelf the horrors of 


a ſtranger's dying moments in this 


country; ; where no ſooner has the 
breath forſook his body, than the of- 
ficers of Le Droit d aubane, like 
vultures, ſeize upon his effects, and 
in violation of the laws of humanity 


and hoſpitality, confiſcate them to 


the King. My Suſanna's picture 
which I hold in higher eſtimation 
than all my effects, I meant ſhould 


have been buried with me; and for 


that purpoſe I conceived the 1dea of 
concealing it in my hair, between 


my head and tye; but I did not 


then recolle& the mortifying cir- 
cumſtance, that my hair after my 


death would have been cut off, and 


ſold with my other effects. The 
idea of ſcalping, or even ſkinning 
„ — 4 : me 
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me when dead, would not have 
given me half the uneaſineſs as that 
of ſeparating Suſanna's _ from 
my perſon. _ 

Before the ſymptoms of my ait. 
| order took a favourable change; how 
did I regret the cruel proſpe& of 
being for ever ſeparated from all that 
I held dear. A French grave, or ra- 
ther a large hole, into which my 

body was to be mingled with twen- 
ty or thirty other cadavres, preſent- 
ed itſelf n! to 1 . 1ma- 
gination. | 

The contraſt hetiucen 8 

yards of France and thoſe of Spain 
was an unpleaſant idea, ill ſuited to 
my weak ſtate of mind. In Spain it 
is certainly a gleam of conſolation 
to a dying man, to think of being 
buried in a church- yard, forming a 
beautiful garden or rural landſcape, 
covered with violets and jeſſamin, 

| and 
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and adorned with ſhady groves of 
trees, yielding the moſt delicious 
fruits, and often a purhng ſtream 
meandering in the centre. 2 8 
This capital is inſupportable un- 
leſs you are enabled to ſhine in the 
luxuriant ſphere of attraction, by 
having a retinue of men and horſes. 
It is termed with propriety le paradis 


des femmes, le purgatoire des hommes et 
P enfer des cheveaur. Women, I will 


venture to aſſert, have more reſpect 


and adoration paid to them in this 
capital, than in any other in Europe; 


accordingly they live in a terreſtrial 
paradiſe and kill the men, and the 
men in their turn, torment and kill 
the horſes. 5 Z 

It is inconfiſtent with reaſon and 


nature that women, however ami- 


able, ſhould rule with unlimited 
fway in the government of domeſtic 
affairs, as was AY eſtabliſhed 
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among the Egyptians; their natural 


ſtate of weakneſs will not permit 


them to attain to that ſuperiority of 
underſtanding, or ſtrength of mind 
neceflary to fit them for this ſtation. 

But in France from education and 
_ cuſtom, women in general interfere 
with the management and regulation 
of the affairs of men; which, by the 
bye, argues a weakneſs of under- 
ſtanding on their part, and a lamb- 
like meekneſs unbecoming the dig- 


nified character of the Londs 1 the 
Creation. N 
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LETTER 


To CHERUBIN AT sEVTLLE. 


An interefling Diſcovery — Reflections therton — 
Characters of French Officers and Soldiers — 


A. ſingular Inſtance of Honour. 


Congratulate you on'the birth of 


a ſon by the lovely Fanchette. 


You give fair indications of being 
a good officer and a good ſubject. 
1 thank you for your ſympathetic 
condolence on the death of my mo- 
ther, and your congratulations with 
the ſame breath at the diſcovery the 


mee: in her laſt moments. 


I always entertained ſtrange pre- 


polelions 0 that my blood was not to- 
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tally of plebeian contamination, but 
that it was intermixed with purer 
particles. To have noble blood cir- 
culating in my veins, is only realiz- 
ing anticipated ideas ; but to have 
the blood of a noble Caſtilian, and a 
generous. benefactor, and to be a 
plant of the juvenile moments of the 
Almaviva family, was more than 
my forebodings indicated. | 
What you have unfolded to me 
ſhall remain a ſecret in my boſom 
till Count Almaviva himſelf thinks 
proper to diſcloſe the matter. 
The ſame inſtinctive powers, and 
fFfortuitous circumſtances that inter- 
poſed to prevent my marriage with | 
my mother, I may ſay concurred, 
when the Count reſigned le droit de 
feigneur over Suſanna' 8 e pa on our 
bridal nighgt. 

The groveling _ on 1 ey 
no-] e upon wy mind, when ] 

think 


# 
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think of your happineſs in having 


a tender pledge of mutual love by 


the woman of your heart. I eager- 8 


ly pant for the elapſe of the time 
allotted me to remain abroad, that 
I may recroſs the Pyrenees, and with 


joyous tranſport again embrace my 


Suſanna, When I think of you and 


Fauchette, I figure to myſelf 1 
meſtic happineſs with all its endear- 


ing ties of a beauteous offspring. It 
is the ſummit af my hopes one day 
to behold: Suſanna unite to the cha- 
racter of a virtuous wife, that of an 


affectionate mother. It would be a 
ood of Almaviva ſhould 
likely to have no iſſue, and the 


pity che b. 


noble Count, my father, is in the: 
down-hill of life. > 94.084 


As a young ſoldier, I er- you 
will expect from me ſome obſer- 
vations on the French army, and 
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on French gallantry. Gallantry is 
as inſeparablè from the character of 
a French foldier, as loyalty and 
honour. In a polite nation like 
France, bravery and gallantry are 
almoſt ſynonymous terms, and are 
conſidered as moſt eſſential qualities 


4 'for a foldier. 


In France there are 6 
ſoldiers kept in conſtant pay. The 
expences of the army amount to up- 
wards of r24,000,000 of livres. In 
the French army there are a num- 
ber of foreign regiments, viz. Swiſs, 
Germans, Italians, and Iriſh. The 
French officers and ſoldiers deteſt all 
foreign mereenaries; no wonder the 
Swifs ſoldiers are paid double, and 
the other foreign regiments one 
third more than the French. 
A French private is paid Gx ſols 
| 34 four derniers per day, from 
which there is deducted two ſols as 
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an equivalent for the ration of bread 
furniſhed him, and eight derniers 
for his linen and ſtockings; ſo that 
there only remains of actual ſub- 


ſiſtence for his other wants, n. 


ſols and eight dernier k. 

Notwithſtanding the ſnallneſs' of 
the ſoldier's pay, it is wonderful to 
obſerve their general neatneſs and 
cleanhnefs ; among whom, too, ho- 
© Nour is inculcated and held in the 
higheſt point of eſtimation. 

In the French army one meets 
with private foldiers of the ſtricteſt 
honour and virtue. In moſt regi- 
ments there are good maſters quali- 
fed to teach fencing, dancing, mu- 
ſic, drawing, and the languages. 
An officer treats a ſoldier in the 
ranks, and in all ſituations with the 
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grves his orders in the moſt eaſy and 
familiar manner, as if to a brother 
or a companion. Should the ſoldier 
commit a failure in duty or diſci- 
pline, he does not rudely correct 
him with a.cane, but gently repri- 
mands him, and holds out the diſ- 
honour: he may fall into by a __ 
tition of his fault. 

This mode of diſcipline endears 
the officers to the ſoldiers, gives the 
latter high ideas of honour, and 
keeps them in a proper ſtate of ſub- 
ordination, without diminiſhing 
that reſpe& and obedience 'due to 
their ſuperiors. Their loyalty and 

affection to their monarch makes 
tem voluntarily ſerve, and forego 
many hardſhips for the aac and 
renown of the nation. 

Converſing the other day wich an 
officer of one of the regiments 
+ + in Flanders, he told me 
a: ſin- 


A YEAR AND A DAV. 113 


a ſingular inſtance of a ſoldier's no- 
tions of honour. An officer of one 


of theſe regiments having on a field- 
day in the execution of his duty, 


ſtruck a ſoldier in the ranks repeat- 


edly with a cane, for ſome trivial 
fault ; the ſoldier feeling his honour 
irrettievably wounded by a blow, 
took inſtantaneous revenge, by thruſt- 
ing his bayonet through the officer's 
body, who fell dead on the ſpot. 

The ſoldier was tried for this of- 
fence, and only adjudged to a ſhort 
confinement, and was afterwards or- 
dered to return to his duty. 

A commanding. officer can ſend 
inferior officers 5 priſon, or to their 
apartments: for the moſt trivial 
faults, and releaſe them without 


trial, when he thinks proper; but 


there are few inſtances of a com- 


manding officer taking advantage of 
that * or of exerting it with 
ungen; 
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. ungentleman-like rigour. The offi- 
cers generally look up to him as a 
common father, and as ſuch fear 
and love him. 


PARIS. 
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De critical Situation==Fortunate Extrication. 


HE moſt flight acquaintance 

1 with a male or female, is 

[ eaſily renewed by meeting in foreign 
| countries. At Paris, it would be 
bh deemed a breach of politeneſs to paſs 
5 unnoticed a female object, with 
end whom 
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whom a perſon had formerly the 


| ſlighteſt acquaintance, on the other 
ſide of the * or freun Moun- 
tains. 


Walking in the Tuileries the 0 


day, I met with a lady, whoſe face 
ſeemed familiar to me, though my 
memory could not recall her name, 
nor recollect in what part of the 
world 1 had ſeen her. Our eyes con- 
tinued fixed on each other as we 
approached, and by a mutual in- 
elination of our faces in paſſing, I 
that inſtant e ized the face of 
Signora B———, who I knew 1n a 


humble and virtuous ſphere in Italy. 


I ſtopped ſhort, and accoſted her 
a few preliminary compliments paſſ- 
ed; — we had inſenſibly got into the 
Rue St. Honord. Mon Dieu, ſays the, 


while an enchanting ſmile dwelt 
upon her lips, diſplaying the ex- 


tremitſes of a ſet of regular teeth, 


whiter : 
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whi iter than i wory!: Nous avons paſſes 
le boutique de Madame L—— mar- 
chande de mode, —wheeling to the 
right, and twenty yards from thence 
ftood Madame L——'s ſhop, into 
which we entered. | | 
O che belle mani . — 
diſplayed, while the pulled out * 
purſe, and paid feven Louis - d'ors 
for laces, Engliſh gauzes and rib- 
bens. — Here ſurmiſes, in prejudice 
of my Italian friend's virtue, in- 
truded on my imagination. The 
humble ſphere of a gardener's daugh- 
ter at Naples, ill ſurted ſuch extra- 
vagances. I would have continued 
ruminating; but, Monffeur, voulex 
vous me faire Phoneur aller chez moi 
pour prendre du chocolat, for the time 
ea pated my ill-natured ſurmiſes. 
An anchorite could not have refuſed 
acquieſcence to ſuch a requeſt, from a 
form ſo angelically commanding. 
| wo 4 Her 
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Her houſe: being fituated in the 
further extremity of the Rue de Riche- 
lieu, we went thither in a coach. 

A thouſand ideas crouded into my 
mine, while we ſat upon a ſofa 
covered with crimſon filk, having 
2 canopy adorned luxuriouſly with 
feſtoon curtains of the ſame colour, 
tending to inſpire the moſt voluptu- 
ous ſenſations. The duration of 
time, from my firſt accoſting her till 
that inſtant, ſeemed only a tranſient 
moment ;—ſo powerfully alluring 
were the charms of a beautiful wo- 
man's converſation, that the inter- 
mediate ideas by mans. had no ex- 
iſtence. 


It muſt be 8 „* She curſes cal 
laws but thoſe which love has made. 
Our converſation gradually became 
more animated and familiar; a mu- 
tual- low of ſentiments enſued. I 
panted with more than maiden cu- 

| rioſity 
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rioſity to know her real fituation. I 
had thrown out ſeveral hints to draw 
it from her, but a veil of reſerve ſill 
_— me 1n doubts. 

We had finiſhed our diſh of choco- 
late, and were in the moſt agreeable 
and animated tete- a- tete, ſeated on 

the ſofa, with her hand gently preſſ- 
ed in mine, and her looks indicating 
amorous feelings and ſenſations, con- 
genial to the warm conſtitution of a 
fair Neapolitan. | Nothing but ſuch. 
an object, in ſuch a ſituation, could 
juſtify or palliate my firſt ideas of 
commiting an infidelity to Suſanna. 
There is at times ſomething ſo ex- 
preſſive and irrefiſtible in a beautiful 
woman's looks, that we may read, 
by the index of her mind, her in- 
clinations, her wiſhes, her 


7 


nay, we may even penetrate into the 
inmoſt receſſes of her ſoul— un tem- 
1 * anche che amore naſce improvviſo 


ſens” 
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en alcune rifleſſione—una fatezza bella, © 
ci rapiſce ci determina.—A loud knock- 
ing at the door ſtartled us. The 
footman ran in, like a faithful Mer- 
cury, and in words almoſt unintelli- 
gible, from quick reſpiration, an- 
nounced the arrival of his maſter. 
My ſituation, though innocent, had 
every appearance of guilt z no time 
was to be loſt in extricating our- 
ſelves from the dilemma. Female 
wit ſeldom fails on ſuch emergencies : "22h 
Je ſuis entretenue par Monfieur de x * * _ 
captain aux gardes Francoiſes, il faut 
que vous vous cachiex, tout de ſuite, ſous 
le lit dans P autre chambre. I ſpeedi- 
ly entered the contiguous bed- room, 
and obeyed her hints; and had not 
been well lodged under my lurking .. 
retreat, before I heard the captain 
e his miſtreſs. She artfully 
| feigned 4 violent head-ach and ſud- 
_ illneſs, in order to eſcape the 
| nk 
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importunities of her lover; and, at 
the ſame time, prevent a diſcovery 
of the cauſe of her con fuſion and 
embarraſſment. 
He entered the room where I was 
, concealed, on pretence of ſearching 
for a book, La Pucelle d Orleans. 
She, with the utmoſt agitation, fol- 
lowed him from a different motive. 
They ſeated themſelves on the ſide 
of the bed, under which I lay, as 
ſquat as a hare, whilſt os: read aloud 
the following lines: bt 


Foureus cent fois qui trouve un in pucellage! 
C' un grand bien; mais de toucher un ceur 
Id mons ſens un plus cher avantage ; 

Se voir ame; c' la le vrai bonheur 

Ru, importe holas d arracher une eur? 


he toyed and kiſſed; but all in 
vain; ſhame and prudence dictated 


to Signora B. the 1 of 
a cautious reſiſtance. / BY 


* 


1 3 | 5 | , From 


— 
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1 From his athletic legs, I could 


judge of the ſtoutneſs of his frame. 


ſide one felt an unſual tremor JED) | 
| perſpired and ref pired -—endeav ours 


ing to breath ſoſtly had only a contrarx 


effect; a thouſand diſmal ideas took 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul at that inſtant; 
the probability of being diſcovered 
in ſo guilty a ſituation; his pinking 
me through the body like a rat in a 
corner; again, the probability of 
effecting my eſcape, by ſuddenly 
ſeizing his ſword :—but the fatal 


conſequences fuch an act might draw 


on the lady was the impediment. A 


medley of ſuch ideas operated to 2 
make my hair erect, and cauſed the 


{weat to trickle in profuſion. 

For more than one hour he 1 e 
tuned and teazed Signora 5B 
to no purpoſe; and for more than 


an hour 1 was in the torments of 
215 the 
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the $24. He inſiſted with more 


than a lover's warmth ; ſhe perſiſted 


With more than woman's reſolutions, 


He frequently drew the bed-curtains; 
ſhe as frequently withdrew them, 
He inſiſted, ſwore, and proteſted ; 
ſhe ſighed, weeped, and cried ; faid 


his cruelty was unpardonable, and 
that her indiſpoſition was increaſed | 
by his ill-timed importunities. 


A ſullen filence for ſome minutes 
ſucceeded to this ſcene of buſtle and 
and agitation. . Taking his hat and 


cane, the ſtrutted about the room a 


few turns, and as he went out ſaid, 
« Peut-ttre je reviendrai ce ſoir, mais 
Feſpere « aa Vous Joes: en 1-200] bonne 
humeur.” 

Never did a n Ga: er, joy 

at being releaſed from a long con- 
9 to the gallies, than 1 did at 
his departure; her joy, I may ſay, 


was equal to mine. Your ſituation | 


* 
* 3 
TTY 


in 
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in the Fauteuz, when diſcovered by 
Count, Almaviya, Was nothing com- 
pared to mine under the bed. 

After mutual congratulations on 
ſo narrow an eſcape, I haſtily took 
my leave, and promiſed to renew my 
viſit, when circumſtances might be 
more favourable. Goderò Signor mio 


d aver Ponore di riverirla, forſe un oc- 


caffone pin favordvole Preſenterur 4 terur gli. 
The leaſt I could ſay i in return was, 


NM. Luſingo molto aver queſt onore. For 


her words were pronounced with 
looks and accents ſo well tuned to 


love, that they indieated a flattering 


balſamic, as a compenſation for the 


diſigreeable ers 1 ents of our firſt 


interview. 3 Kale bee (SH 1990 
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2 R | 


LETTER XXII. 
70 uam. | 


e of Life—Profeſſon f * and 65 | 
- Harty —8 ern of I. e condemned. 


1 E various . of hu- 
man life yield an ample field of 
ſpeculation for a ſentimental mind. 
A few years ago I wandered about 
the wide world, comme un Bohemien, 
the child of uncertain parents; then 
raiſed to favour by Count Almaviva, 
who nobly reſigned le droit de Seigneur 
over thee, and thereby gave me thy 
lovely perſon, pure as the chryſtal 
ſtream. The diſcovery of my ſup- 
poſed father, Doctor Bartholo, and 
my certain, proved mother, Marcel- 
lina, (peace to her ſoul, ) were events 
+ 41 as 


* 
. 
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nexpected as ſurpriſing- The 


par of my mother, in her 


dying moments, that I am truly the 
ſon of Count Almaviva, gives a coup 
46 clat to theſe wonderful events. 


UM congratulate my lovely Suſanna | 
on being ſo nearly allied to ſuch 


noble blood, although under the ſtig= 
ma of illegitimation. Legitimate or 
not, what is the difference? The 
one is an union by ceremony, the 
ether an union by ſtealth. Erga, as 
the pleaſures of ſtealth are confeſſed- 


greater proportion of noble atoms or 
particles in my compoſition, than 
there would have been, had a dull 


and public TY en taken | 


; _-Chanabin's mY letter dank 
nounced Panchette's firſt ara 


— 


' 


Pg. him 


ly ſcreeteſt, I aſſert that there is a 
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him on the occafion, and envy the 
little rogue's happineſ. 
Does my Sufanna never pant for 
the return of her Figaro? Does ſhe 
never fondly with to lock him again 
with eager tranſport in her lovely 
arms? Does : ſhe never anticipate 
mutual joys at a happy re-union, 
and figh for a pledge of mutual love? 
But why: ſhould I tantalize | her 5 
to indulge ideas of ſuch vain illuſive 
hopes, when one half of my limited 
pilgrimage has ſcarcely elapſed ?— 
The inviting vivacity of French 
beauties has made no impreſſion 
upon me, nor obliterated one ſingle 
trace of Suſanna... The powerful at- 
tractions of the pale - faced Engliſh 
beauties, 1 hope likewiſe to with- 
| ſtand, with-equal reſolution and con- 
ſtancy. Experience has verified the 
juſtneſs of one of Rochefoucault's 
maxims—L' abſence diminub les medio- 

cres 
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* - 


eres paſſions, et aug mente les grandes, 


comme le vent eteint les boug ies et allume 

i» ſeu. 1 75 
The married women in France 
dreſs like young coquettiſh girls, and 
the children dreſs like men and wo- 
men. How prepoſterous! They 
ſeem to reverſe the order of nature. 
New- born infants are ſwaddled and 
bound up for ſeveral months, comme 
un chemi iſe alle, without the ſmalleſt 
uſe of their mn ob ern. —Tell Fan- 
chette to follow the dictates of na- 
ture, and permit her boy to have the 
full uſe of his limbs. Let her fol- 
low the example of the ſavages of 
America, by plunging her little one 
daily in the cold chryſtal ſtreams; 
This practice has been adopted of 
late years by the moſt ſenſible people 
in moſt European countties, while 
the vulgar obſtinately adhere to their 
ancient prejudices. ' 
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In England, I am told that ſwad- 
ling- clothes for legs and arms have, 
of late years, been totally diſuſed, 
and that infants are every morning 


regularly plunged into cold water. 


However difficult it is to introduce 
innovations into any country, yet, 


from my preſcience, I will venture 


to prophecy that this practice, in 


leſs than a century, wel be _— 


over all Europe. 5 
Wbat is it that ins the genes 


rality of Frenchmen's ſhoulders ſo 
much raiſed: and projected forward, 


but the cruel confinement of their 
arms, hy bandages in their infancy, 
whereby the play and exerciſe of the 


muſeles are prevented, and the cir- 
eulation i in a,confiderable degree | im- 
paced? 185 


1 hope tha period i is not fas diftant 
when Suſanna may have oxporiment- 


al IEEE: in following nature's theory. 


11 It 
*# > — 4 7 . 
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It is the ſummit of my auxious wiſhes 

to ſee her combine the names of a 
loving and virtuous wife, with thoſs 

of an affoQionate and tender mo- 

ther. 
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170 count ALMAVIY An | . £ : | : 
character of an Engliſh Lord. Engliſs Clubs 
and Engliſh Rn Eur „ 


rers 4 Paris. 
rave 88 n add by | 
2 officer of the Iriſſi Brigades to 
2 young Engliſh Lord. His father, 
Earl of **, knew your Lordſhip | 
8 when Ambaſſdor'at the Co 
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My you ns g Lord 
Anglois keeps it up, with all the rage 
of diſſipation and licentiouſneſs, in 
the: company of his countrymen, 
and a few officers of the Iriſh Bri- 


gades. His Lordſhip openly avows 


his utter averſion to the French na- 
tion, and declares he will never 


eld. Ree CEE 3. 
learn their Tanguage, nor affociate 


with the Parifians. Although he 
has been near two years on the con- 
tinent, he cannot put a ſentence of 


French together. He glories 1 in his 


Ignorance of the language, as well 
as of the manners and cuſtoms of 


the country. He is liberal and good 
natured to a fault, which often-lays 
him open to the impoſitions of his 


had an opportunity of obſerving the 


other evening. Three officers af the 
Triſh Brighdes had brought in their 


miſtræſſes 40: top with Lord * #2 * 


40 > of at 


& 
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at his hotel. His Lordſhip, with 


his wonted good nature and hoſpital- - 
ity, circulated claret, burgundy, and 


CORINNE) in the oil liberal man- 
ner. 1 | ; 


hours fitting, became mellow 


and jovial. The officers, in their 


turn, withdrew into his Lordſhip's 


bed-chamber with their miſtreſſes, 
while he, with the utmoſt good na- | 
ture and conviviality; filled bumpers; 


and drank to the bel of the ab- 


ſentees. + 1 * IX {1 


os 5 Engliſh nobility _ gentry 


at Paris generally form themſelves 


into clubs or ſocieties, excluding all 
French company. I have been o- 

caſionally introduced into theſe clubs, 
where the general topics of conver- 


ſation run upon filles de j joie, and ſer- 


vants, dogs and horſes. Sometimes 5 
the conyerſation turns upon the re- 
= 6 44 gion 


SSL 
4 


The company, after two or . 5 | 
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Ugien, laws, Had government of 
France ; in which they give ſcope to 
a hardieſe of ideas, peculiar only to 


| the Engliſh, They rail in the moſt 


bitter manner at the characters, cuſ- 
toms, and manners of the nation, 
thereby confirming each other in 
their prejudices, and augmenting 
their natural hatred againft a nation 
that pride themſelves in their polieſſe 
to ſtrangers, particularly to the na- 
tives of England. 
In this manner the real purpoſe of 
b daf into foreign parts is ſhame- 
fully perverted, and a train of licen- 
tious debaucheries takes place, per- 
nicious to health and diſgraceful to 
. e 
Although ſuicide may not be con · 
” | Gdered as congenial to the volatility 
of the French nation, yet I am well 
authoriſcgþ 1 to aſſert, that it is more 
_ in this country than in 
Spain, 


— 


"2 
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Spain. No leſs than 200 perſons 
make away with themſelves annually 


in this capital. This the Police very 
wiſely conceals from the public. 


In Spain, and moſt other countries, 
ſuicide generally prevails among the 


affluent; but in France, it is moſtly 
committed by. poor wretehes, who 
groan under a load of taxes, and are 
unable to earn a fcanty ſabliſtence_ 


for themſelves and families. | 
Religion, which is fuppoſed to for- 


tify the mind againſt the various af- 


fictions and calamities of life, and 
which holds forth pleaſing promiſes 


of future rewards, and awful de- 


nunciations of future puniſhments, 
eannot deter objects bent on ſelf-de- | 


ſtruction. An' inſtance has recently 


happened in this eity. An. Abbe of 

the moſt devout character, having 

fallen violently in love with à young 
„ 2 
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the languages; ſenſible of the im- 
propriety of a paſſion he found to be 
unconquerable, and that there was 
no poſſibility of obtaining the object 


without entailing eternal miſery on 


himſelf, he put a period to his ex- 


iſtence, leaving a record of the mo- 


tives for nnen he, raſh ac- 
tion. | 


During the laſt nds 1 have been 


employed i in viſiting the horrors of 


Paris and its environs. The Fllets 
de St. Cloud are nets laid acroſs the 
Seine, to ſtop the dead bodies that 


may come down with the ſtream. 


Theſe dead bodies are ſent to a place 
at Paris called La Morne, and there 
laid out for the inſpection of the 
public, and that the friends or rela- 
tions may own the body. It is 


aſtoniſhing to ſee with what avidity 


people croud to the Morne to gaze at 


theſe horrid ſpectacles. All bodies 
8525 that 
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5 LY 


that have been found aſſaſſinated in 
the ſtreets, or elſewhere, during the 
night, are alſo conveyed by the Po- 
lice to this diſmal yo for r public 
inſpection. 5 8 . Ne 
The Police conceals, all murders 
and aſſaſſinations that are committed 
in Paris. Were ſtrangers to know 
one half only of what happens, it 
would deter them from remaining in 
this capital. How many foreigners 
and ſtrangers diſappear, and are never 
more heard of by their friends and 
relations! T here are ſeveral coupe" 
gorge houſes in Paris and its environs; * 
who live by ſhedding the en of . 
incautious ſtrangers. 5 
1 was ſhewn the noted paſtry-cook | 
5 barber's houſe, who about forty 
years ago made ſo much noiſe on the 
detection of their horrid and inuman 
practices. The paſtry- cook lived on 
the eee and the barber on 
ens, 1 11 
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the firſt. It was neceſſary to go 
through the former's thop, to go up 


to the latter's. All ſtranger's that 


wanted to ſhave, were directed by 
the paſtry- cook as circumſtances 
ſuited, taking care never to have but 
one object at a time. The barber, 
in the act of ſhaving, if he found a 
fleſhy and healthy object, would dex- 
troufly cut his throat, dry up the 
blood, convey the body to a cellar, 
and leave his accomplice to cut it 


up in ſuitable morſels for pies. Fhus 
they halved the profits, and 1 
comme 17 Jaul. 


The pies were e 1 their 
delicious goilt and excellent qualities. 
A certain eren oa had been a 
conſtant cuſtomer for many years, 
and having a large company at din- 
ner, one of the gentlemen, in cat - 


ing part of a pie, perceived the ap- 
— of a human nail; he com- 


municated 
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municated his n to the com- 
pany; the landlord was called, and 
informed the company of the name 
of the perſon that had uſually ſup- _ 
plied his houſe with paſtry. . A meſ- 
fage was ſecretly diſpatched: to the 
Lieutenant of Police ;5>=a body of 
the Marechauſſce Tpecdily ſurrounded - 
the paſtry-cook's houſe ;-—he and 
his accomplice were both taken inte 
cuſtody, the houſe minutely ſearch- 
ed, and glaring proofs of their guilt 
diſcovered. They were tried, con- 
vided, and burned alive. 
Iwas alſo ſhewn the ſpot in the 
Rue de la Feronnerie, where the villain 
Rabaillac aſſaſſinated the beſt of 
kings. I went into the Petit Egliſe 
de St. Pierre deux Beufs, which was 
prophaned in the year 1503, by A 
young enthuſiaſtic man, who ſnatch« 
ed the hoſt from the prieſt, and im- 
piouſly trampled it under his feet. 
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The offender ſuffered for this act of 
impiety and facrilegs, l Vas 
burned alive. 5 

I ſhall decline entering further in- 
to ſuch horrid details; I have only 
this much to obſerve, that few 
Chriſtian countries produce on their 
annals a greater variety of barbarous 
and inhuman actions e king- 
dom 0b Rrande .. 10 
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French dee, Engl ib Officer's Reaſons 
for fo many of his Countrymen being in France 


S —Contraſt between the Sentiments f the Eng- 
- liſh and French on matters" of \Religion and 


Government onver ſation 8 an e | 


end French. e, 11 a 18. 
. „ 1 „ 2 or , 
* > * 


[Nm my lai nun 11 N e 
oned the clubs of Engliſh 


that are formed at Paris, where they 
converſe in their own language, fol · 
low their own cuſtoms, and un- 
politely rail again the country in 
which they live. -I have alſo been in 
French aſſemblies, or petites conuer- 


aaliones, where the French are ſupe- 


rior to * Engliſh at wan 
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ing, and contemptuous raillery of 


| foreigners. | 
Their vanity leads hn to "think 
that they are ſuperior to all the reſt 
of mankind in every art and ſcience 
the Pariſians even look upon a 
foreigner as a mere fool and block- 
head, if he cannot ſpeak the French 
laguage. There is nothing gains 
the heart of the French more than 
foreigners ſpeaking their language 
well; —that alone will recommend 
him to the beſt ſocieties, as it flat - 
texas their vanity; and Indicates > 
predilection for the nation. 
I afked an Pogliie::officer the 
other day, the cauſe of ſo many of 
his couutrymen ſpending their for- 
tunes in France, withaut any appa - 
rent partiality fur the French cul- 
toms and manners. „ Why, (ſays 
4 he) there are ſome of the Engliſh 
66 "nat * their tune in France 


* 8 66 from 
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« from. curioſity, and with a view 
« to cultivate the language and man- 


« ners of the country; ſome from | 


« a plan of oeconomy, as wine and 
« other neceſlary articles, are to be 
„% had at a much cheaper rate; 
66 others from mere idleneſs and 
« pleaſure, and to prevent their 


« getting involved in the drunken 
« ſcenes of diflipation peculiar to 


66 


England. But for my own part, 
(added he, with an emphatic tone 
„of voice ring into a chmax) I 


hate the French; I deſpiſe their 


« manners; and the longer I do 
« penance by remaining among 
them, the more will my prejudices 
4 and deteſtation be rooted and con- 
4 firmed; I thall afterwards have 


* 


the pleaſing ſatisfaction of return» 
ing with a double reliſh to Eng- 
land, and ſhall for ever after. put 
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treating with ſupercil ou 
every thing that the country. pre- 
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"er countryinen—T hen dn me (raif: 
£ ing his voice) if everT ſet foot again 


jn this country, unleſs it be upon 


an expedition to demoliſh the in- 
& tended fortifications” and dock- 


„yards at Dan 2 and Cher. 


4 bourg.““ 
This Engliſh diner is not 
ſingular in his ideas, for Thave ſpoken 


with ſeveral of his nation who en- 
tertain nearly ſimilar ſentiments, 


though perhaps not quite ſo violent. 


This ſullenneſs and moroſeneſs of 
ü temper in wany Engliſh travellers 


preclude them from forming an ac- 


|. eee with ee — oy 


cles.” EI ES 
Achten ey Jer out ch Aue pre- 


liminary reſolution ae, arne and 
scontempt 


ſents; no wonder that they: ſee-all | 
medium of a jaundiced 
exe; 


— 


eye; and return to their native 
country confirmed in their prejudices, 
and ſtrengthened in the natural an- 


tipathies that they have at an early 
period imbibed eee the AN 


nation. 255 "1 [£2 


Indeed- as Wks caeniias; 7 
ſeem to prevail ſentiments of natu- 
ral averſion between the two natiotis. 
It muſt be confeſſed, that the French 
have policy enough to diſplay leſs 
of this hatred than the Engliſh ; it 
would be infringing the laws of hoſ+ 
pitality and politeneſs: to give any 
ſenſible proofs of ſuch e 
upon their own ground. 


An Engliſhman from . of 


edueation, and a difference of reli- 
gion and government, utters his: ſen» 
timents upon general topics, though 


in a foreign country, in a bold, dar- 
ing, and open manner, deemed by 
the French n iniemperance de 
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langue. A Frenchman, on the con- 
trary, tenacious of thoſe principles 
of politeneſs, which he has imbibed 
with his mother's milk, offers his 
ſentiments, particularly upon topics 
of religion and government, in a 
tame inoffenſive and half-concealed 
manner, deemed by the Engliſh pu- 
3 and inſincerity. 
Whether both nations may not 
in ſome meaſure err in their deduc - 
tions and concluſions, I will not 
take upon me at preſent to determine. 
The other evening when my Eng- 
liſh friend and I were at the Cafe 
Militaire Rue St. Honore, he got into 
converſation with an old French 
officer. The old gentleman Iaunch- 
ed forth upon the internal wealth 
and refources of France being ſupe- 
rior to thoſe of England and other 
nations; their advantages over Eng- 
ie provided manufactures were 
6 | * 
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properly encouraged and eſtabliſhed ; 
their advantage of local ſituation by 
having commodious harbours in the 


Mediteranean, Bay of Biſcay, and 
Le Manche, meaning the Engliſh 


Channel, which a Frenchman never 


pronounces; their advantage in 
having a communication from the 
Mediteranean to the Weſtern Ocean 
by means of the celebrated canal of 
| Languedoc: and above all, their 


advantage in the event of future 
wars, by watching and checking the 
motions of the Engliſh fleet, in the 
Channel; becauſe, added he with a de- 
gree of impetuoſity, Nous avons Breſt 


* un port de mer vis-a-vis Plymouth—- 


Nous aurions tant6iCherbourg un autre 
Port de mer vis-a-vis Portſmouth— 
% ef nous aurions auf DUNKIRK n 


„Port de mer vis-a-vis les Downs ou 


a Thamiſe. „Ves, Sir, (repli- 


* ed hang Biggs) the more 
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& ports. you have in the Engliſh 


„ Channel ſo much the better, for 


* when we want a man of war or 
& two, we hall! not have far to 


d fetch them.“ 


* Cela fe peut, cela 2 — re- 


peated the French Officer, with a ſig- 


nificant ſhrug of his ſhoulders, and, 
taking up La Gazette de France, while 


he bit his thumb nail and under lip 
alternately, he ruminated, and ſeem- 


ed to read nothing. 
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LETTER XXV. 
ro COUNT ALMAYIVAs | 


I 


Shake 1 Ee a Tr * Man's 
| Charatters, a pleafing Study—The Royal Stage 
Coaches badly conditioned between Paris and 


Perſailles—The farming out of Meſſageries 
' Royales an incouveniency to Travellers Her- 
ſailles * at Court—The * and 
Lien. 


I Have FE APN a week in viſiting 
It. Cloud, Verſailles, Marly, St. 
Germain and other places in the 
vicinity of Paris. I will not attempt to 
give your Lordſhip minute defcrip- 
tions of either palaces or churches, 
It is a dry taſk unleſs varied and 
g combined n n enn 
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kind, as they ſtrike the mind i in dif- 
ferent ſituations. 


Human nature in all its various 


forms, and a knowledge of men's 


characters in different countries, have 
been my favourite ſubjects of inveſ- 
tigation. Theſe may be ſtudied 
with equal pleaſure in a cottage as 
in a palace; in villages as well as in 
cities; every ſcene in life preſents 


ſomething new to a creative fancy; 


even nature's looſer ſcenes yields 


ample ſubjects of ſpeculation to the 


mind of a curious inveſtigator. 
It is no leſs ſtrange than true, 


that the vatures publiques, or royal 


ſtage-coaches, between Paris and Ver- 
ſailles, are worſe; conditioned than 


thoſe between the capital and other 


parts; of the kingdom. 
They admit wind and rain, Bail 


a a duſt; the paſſengers are expoſ- 


ed in ſummer and winter to burn- 
5 1 1 ng 
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ing heats. and aver colds; but 


as a ſlender compenſation, they are 


driven by royal poſtillions in tattered 
garments. of blue faced, with red. 
Theſe poſtillions, with more than 
muliſh obſtinacy, will not drive an 


inch faſter than uſual, even if the 


twelve apoſtles were paſſengers. 


In ſuch a vehicle, two Engliſh 7 


| officers, a father confeſſor, and my- 
ſelf ſorrily jogged on. Our conver- 


ſation, like our horſes, wanted ani- 


mation. They order theſe matters 


differently in England, obſerved one 


of the Engliſh officers, where there 


are no meſſageries royales farmed out 
as in France, to the great detriment 
and inconveniency of travellers. On 


the contrary, ſtage-coaches and polt- 
horſes there are in the hands. of pri- 
vate individuals, who, from a ſpirit 

of emulation, ſtrive to outdo each 


f * in ſerving the public —Father 
| | G'3 „ 
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confeſſor made no reply, but conti- 
nued, or rather pretended, to ſnore. 
For my part, I have heard ſo much. 
of England, that I remain in as anx- 
ious a ſtate of expeCtation as a bride 
upon a bridal night, till the period of 
my departure for that r ar: 
rives. 

Of all the days of the week it was 
upon the afternoon of Saturday that 
we arrived at Verſailles, becauſe 
Sunday was the day to ſee a crouded 
court as well as the King and _ F 
at divine ſervice in the chapel. | 

I had equipped myſelf with a new 
coat for the occafion, of the raging 
colour called bronze de Henri quatre, 
and it was made d PAngloiſe not- 

withſtanding the diſguſting fate of 
my laſt. The two Engliſh officers 
were alſo in plain cloaths, for they 
had been informed that of late the 
_— always Lang admiſſion at 


cour 5 6 
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court in an undreſs ; ſo great a de- 
| ference is paid to the Britiſh nation 


and their faſhions at this juncture. 


therefore preſumed that I might 
paſs as one of that nation in their 
company; but. I did not recollect the 
diſfimilitude of a Spaniſh and Eng- 
I:th phyſiognomy, neither did I re- 
collect that in my bareheaded pere- 
grinations with the gypſies, my face 
had acquired an additional, ſettled 
ſwarthineſs, not peculiar to the Eng- 


| liſh. To this, and the inſeparable 


awkwardneſs attending a foreigner 
out of his native dreſs, I afcribed the 
. tranſitory ' misfortune that befel me. 


Upon Sunday morning we enter- 


ed the apartments of the Palace with 
out any interruption. On paſhng: 


through the Salle de Mars, a painting 


of Cæfar harrangumg his ſoldiers. 


before battle, ſtruck me; I ſtood to- 


. at it, and my two companions 
| 8 4 walked 
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walked on to the grand gallery. 
Whether the Swiſs followed me to 


take a ſecond examination of my 


figure and dreſs, or whatever he ſaw 
in me outre-on this ſecond inſpection, 
I know not ; but he ſeized me gent- 
ly by the ſhoulder, and in a peremp- 


tory and inſolent tone of voice, ſaid, 


66 . vous n etes pas habille pour 
& les apartemens du Roi, il faut ſortir 


e foute de ſuite. I was petrified 
with ſhame and confuſion, and, as 


E tongue - tacked, walked out with- 


out ſaying a word. 
went to our auberge and told 


what had happened to the aubergi ite. 


Ce weft rien, ſays he, and going out 
of the room, he promiſed to remedy 


] the matter in a few minutes; & Vaula 
Monffeur tout ce qu il faut, et Vous 


« ſeries auſſi bien mis qu un Cour- 
6 rtiſan,” producing a half-worn lac- | 
ed coat, a bag and a ſword. 1 


a B equip- 
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equipped myfeif in this borrowed 

dreſs, at the uſual price of fifteen 

livres; and loſt no time in repairing 
to the palace. 


I never ſtopped, nor looked to the a 
right or left, 'till I found myſelf 1 
mingled with the promiſcuous con- 


courſe of courtiers and ſpectators in 
the grand gallery of Verſailles, It 
is impoſſible for me to paint the ſtare | 
of aſtoniſhment of my two Engliſh 
acquaintance, at beholding my ſudden 
metamorphoſis, and their looks of 
indignation, mingled with facetious 
bon mots, upon din my account of 
the matter. FP. 
From the gallery We perdhived 
ſeveral courtiers go in by a door of 
communication to the | Queen's 
apartments. The Engliſh, though 
poſſeſſed of a natural mauvaiſe honie, 
are at tines aſtoniſhingly forward 
and bold. The curĩoſity of my two 
r friends 
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friends overcame. their native baſh- 
fulneſs, and they puſhed into the 
Queen's apartments with as much 
ſang froid as if courtiers; I followed 
them with a degree of reluctance, as 
not finding myſelf at eaſe in my 
borrowed dreſs; and when we had 
actually got into the apartment, I 
conceived every perſon directed their 
looks towards me in a eee 
manner. 

After remaining here for. 1 
minutes, 1 perceived a gentleman 
of my acquaintance belonging to the 
Triſir Brigades, converſing with the 
Marquis de M. , and bath direct- 
ing their looks towards us. The 
Iriſh officer came up to me, and af- 

ter the uſual ſalutation, politely 
pointed out an impropriety in my 
dreſs, that J had a neckcloth in place 

of ſtock; ; that 1 is eaſily remedied faid I, 
5 him for his hint, and 
ROT 
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bluſhing, flipped the knot round Y 


the back part of my neck. 


The King was attended to chaps . 


by Monſieur his brother, by Le 
Comte d' Artois, and ſeveral cardi- 
nals and biſhops. His. Majeſty's. 
behaviour and deportment. during 
the ſervice, was becoming and de- 


vout, while his ſubjects ſeemed * 


to gaze at their monarch. 
After he had returned from mash 


khe Queen came into chapel, attend- 


ed by Madame du Provence and the 
Counteſs of Artois, &c. Her Ma- 
jeſty has a conſiderable ſhare of beau- 
ty and vivacity, and diſplays a pleaſ- 


ing chearfulneſs and ann 


even in a place of worſhip. 6.01 


The palace of Verſailles, with the 


liens; Boſquets, Fountains, Ca- 
nals, Caſcades, Baſons, and Statues, 


form a magnificent and profuſe aun. 
Oy and nature appears toft in 
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art. Parterre upon parterre, jets 
dleaur in circular and ſquare baſons, 
ſtatues againſt ſtatues, each bouſquet 
Having a brother, and each fountain 
a ſiſter, fatigue the eye with the 
continued nn of artificial 
beauties. 

A diverſity of e art. 
ed in the baſons, ejecting the waters 
in a thouſand forms, ſuch as frogs, 
lizards, dragons, dogs, lyons and 
wild beaſts—obje&s that cannot be 
| agreeable toa Queen, or any woman 
in a ſtate of pregnancy. Would it 
not have been more laudable in the 
late Queen to have directed thoſe 
conceits to be removed from female 
eyes, in place of ordering the veiling 
ſculptured leaves to be fixed on the 
Herculean antique ſtatues, and 
| thereby depriving connoiſſeurs of a 
view of the criterion of ſymmetry 
and proportion ? 


* - PARIS, = 
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LETTER XXVL 
| To COUNT ALMAVIVA. 


Tables d' hites—Mont de Piet, or Licenſe - 
Uſury—The Royal Luar ie 
Charms of No. 8. 


N order to catch the manners as Þ 
4 they riſe, and to acquire a know- 1 
ledge of the various characters of 1 
men, I frequently dine at the fables ©: al : 
d' hites of Paris, where ample ſource | 
of © ſpeculation occurs. The fable 
d hate d' Angleterre, and table d hte 
die Bourbon, are thoſe I have _— 
we rpc 175 
Here chevaliers of St. Louis, 12. © 
act chevaliers d induſtrie, officers, L 
wers, and political ſpies are col- 
wn. lected 
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lected in promiſcuous groups, in or- 
der to gormandize. Here the na- 
tionat politeneſs is totally laid aſide, 
for each, mindful of dear ſelf, ſnatch- 
es his favourite morſel, regardleſs of 
his neighbour 3 here you ſee, with 
fork in right hand, and bread in 
left, devourmg Germans gulping 
the ready cut-up and proportionable 
mouth-ſlices, with the moſt inde- 
fatigable induſtry.—Teeth, tongue, 
and jaw keep 1. _ with each 
other. 

In eating and Wan the half- 
maſticated pieces, meant for digeſtion, 
are rolled about in their mouths; 
whilſt the ſmaller particles fly, ſpend- 
thrift-like' in the faces of their 
neighbours; if the plates or mouths. 

of the company do not receive a lit- 
tle addition, it will be fortunate in- 
deed if their cloaths eſcape being 

1 by the flying — 
Here 
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Here you ſe- fome oeconomical 
gentlemen with ſwords and embroi- 
dery, that have had no breakfaſt ; 
and others with bags and laced ruf- 
fles, that make but one meal in 
twenty-four hours. | 

One day I fat next to an old che- 
Ps of St. Louis, who, with a 
peculiar degree of frankneſs and ho- 


neſty, declared that when he dined 
he never ſupped; and when he ſup- 
ped he never dined; he reconciled 
himſelf to this abſtinence, by ſay= 
ing that an repas for Jour eff plus 1 


gue deux. 

The French excel "OY nations: 
in a happy turn of reconciling their 
minds to any occurrence that might 
give them pain; and as they have 
more real contentment of mind in 
the various ſituations of life, they 


conſequently have a . ſhare of 
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In my walks this morning, I ſtop- 

ped to take a view of Mont de Piete, a 
kind of bank eſtabliſhed about eight 
years ago, for lending of money at 
ten per cent. It is in fact a public 
eſtabliſhment of licenced uſury, and 
was meant to check the voracious 
private uſurers in the city, who 
would lend money to diſtreſſed in- 
dividuals and exact fifteen or twenty 
per cent. This bank lends upwards 
of fifty millions of livres annually to 
the diſtreſſed public at ten per cent. 
and the extra intereſt of five per cent. 
is given to the general hoſpital. 

I could not help viewing, with 
ſentiments of compaſſion the variety 
of objects entering with pledges to 
raiſe money; ſome perhaps with a 
view to ſquander it in that public 
fcourge and bane to ſociety, the 
lottery ; others with a view to re- 

| „„ bes FF > Ogg 
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13 the diſtreſſes and wants of a ſuf⸗ | 


fering family. | 
The royal lottery of France is at- 


tended with the moſt pernicious 


conſequences, as it encourages too 
much gaming among the lower claſs 
of people. In every principal pro» 
vincial town. an office is eſtabliſhed 

for this mode of gaming ; the lottery 
draws twice. every month, and the 

chances run upon five numbers: one, 
two, three, four, and five, are 


known by extrait, ambe, terne, qua- i 


terne. and guine, and it produces 2. 
revenue of nn. millions _ 


livres. 


would be created a Marquis of 
"0 by the dana of Marquis de 


we 


_ Lg object 1 aft the 
minds of the people is the chance 
of drawing the five numbers, (a 
thing next to an impoſſibility) ; as 
in that event the fortunate perſunn 
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Wine, and would receive an im- 
menſe revenue. | 
I have for many months con- 
ſtantly thrown myſelf in fortune's 
way for theſe improbable chances, 
but in vain ; my neareſt approach to 
the noble creation of Marquis was 
ambe,. and I may make many future 
efforts before I can expect a return 
of the ſame good fortune. 
Number five in France feems to 
Have a magical charm annexed to it, 
and is under various applications, 
Firſt, the five groſs ſermes: fecond. 
the tranſitions of the miniſtry, or bo- 
dy politic, military, law, finance, 
_calculatmg and ecleſiaſtical; third, 
the five ſtriking national characte- 
riſtics, loyalty, vanity, politeneſs, 
E curioſity, and mconſtancy ; fourth, 
the five ſeaſons. for the change of 
modes; and fifthly, the five — 
of the royal _— 
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A 3 prepoſſeſſion int favour of 
Number five, has made the Pariſians 
now become more reaſonable crea- 
tures in their ſeaſons for the change 
of modes; they only divide the year 
irregularly into five ſeaſons, viz. 
ſpring, ſummer, half-fummer, au- 
tumn, winter; and for each ſeaſon, a 
faſhionable man muſt have a ſuitable 
dreſs, unleſs it is veritable Anglois 3 ; 
and that will carry him through in 
all ſeaſons. * Formerly they regular- 
ly divided the year into eight ſeaſons, 

_ the ana of a buckle was even 
| rigidly obſerved in thoſe ſeaſons, 
— it denoted * homme comme i] faut 
from the plebeian. But this regu- 
lating ſyſtem is now daily loſing 
ground in the legiſlation of French 
_ faſhions, as well as cultivation of 
_ gardens ; and the Engliſh one ſeems * 
tobe r nn in, and ſub- 
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Rituted with all its natural irregu- 
larities. 


' PARIS. | 
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 Fociety of Paris=Expreſſtveneſs of Shruggs and 


Geſtures Political Spies—The Lieutenant g 
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ARI 8 is far: inferior to the Pro- 
vincial 'Fowns in the South of 
the Kingdom for : agreeable ſociety ; 
there I have heard ſubjects of litera- 
ture and politics, diſcuſſed in private 
companies with becoming dignity 
and 


- 
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and freedom. But a police, awful as 
as an inquiſition, ſtrikes the Pari- 
ſians with terror, Fee them tame 
and puſillanimous, poiſons all ſocial 
intercourſe, puts a reſtraint upon the 
freedom of converſation, and de- 
prives them of the pleaſure of think- 
ing, or of communicating their 
thoughts to one another on intereſt- 
ing and important ſubjects. 
Hence the inſi pid, light, frivol- 
ous and indecent converſation of the 
generality of Pariſian ſocieties. —The 
_ tranſitions are ſo rapid from the 
church to an opera, from an execu- 
tion to an aſſembly, and from a car- 
dinal's hat to a lady's under- petti- 
coat. They ſeem to ſpeak twice be- 
fore they think once, or rather they 
have the Happy talent of always 
| ſpeaking on trivial W Kw 
ever ON N 
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It is not to be wondered at, that 
people who never read any thing but 
La Gaxette de France, can have liber- 


al or extended ideas of things in ge- 


neral. Beſides, political ſpies eter- 
nally at their heels, check their 
thoughts, and circumſcribe their 
ideas, within the limits of the girdle, 
which ſurrounds their capital. 

The French, in their converfation, 
do not mark their language ſo em- 
phatically as moſt other nations; a 
monotonous tone of voice, which 


they deem ſoftneſs, fatigues the ear, 
and for emphaſis, they ſubſtitute 


ſhrugs and geſtures. The more ele- 
vated their rank in life, the more re- 
diculous are their geſtures; a view 
of the eourt and courtiers will — 
1 truth of my, aſſertion. - | 
The ſimple action of ſhrugging 
up the ſhoulders, is truly pantomimi- 
cally expreſſive; it conveys oppoſite 
1 | and 


- > 
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and different a e Wan 
the difference of the action is 
ſcarcely perceptible to the eye of a 

ſtranger.— It ſometimes ex preſſes an 
affirmative, ſometimes. a_ negative, 
ſometimes grief, and often joy. 
When accompanied with a correſ- 
ponding or attendant geſtu re, every 
_ paſſion of the ſoul is nn ex- 

preſſed. 

The other evening tal ing in 7 
coffee- room with a liberal- minded 
chman, on the government of 
France, and the Count of Artois's 
exploits at the ſiege of Gibraltar, he 
ſuddenly turned round to me, and 
with a moſt expreſſive geſture, anti- 
cipating what he meant to ſay, 
whiſpered in my ear, prenex garde 
Monſieur de tout ce que vous diſiex, voila 
Monfienr * * * * un; das Mouchards. 
1 looked round and faw the deſpi- 
* character at the next table, 
ee ** 
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cocking his ears, and actually liſten- 
ing to every word that was ſpoken. 
Theſe mouchards or political ſpies 
are to be found in every corner of 
Paris. A ſtranger cannot be ſuffici- 
ently cautious in his converſation at 
public places: they frequent coffee- 
houſes, auberges, reſtorateurs, and 
bagnios. No place, however ſacred, 
can exclude theſe peſts of ſociety. 
They inſinuate themſelves into private 
families as domeſizques.—They are di- 
divided and ſubdivided into different 
branches and are diſtributed over the 
whole kingdom. 4X 
The moſt brilliant court in 5. 
rope entertains nobleſſe mean enough 
to act in this capacity about court. 
I never paſs. the ſtreet in which 
the Baſtille is ſituated, without be- 
ing ſtruck with feelings of ſympathy 
and horror; the idea of an innocent 
en ** doomed to perpetual con- 
Zion finement 
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finement on the bare aſſertion of the 
moſt execrable of all characters, 
a political Ji. actuated perhaps by 
motives of private pique and malice, 
is truly alarming, and inconſiſtent 
with the aer and policy of 
civilized Nations: | ©. anitfy 

The Lieutenant of Palies is held 
in greater dread and veneration by 
the Pariſians than their monarch; _ 
young girls in their teens do not 
dread their confeſſor half ſo much as 
the Pariſians their chief magiſtrate. 

All the horrid murders and aſſaſ- 
finations that are nightly committed, 


are reported to him, while the | 


mangled victims are collected and 
expoſed at the Morne for public in- 
ſpection, in order that the diſconſolate 
relations may acknowledge the life- 
leſs bodies. Theſe murders, as well 
as hundreds of accidental deaths by 
carriages and otherways, are never. 
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divulged to the public in any or: 
Way. Phe 
| Notwithſtanding 1 5, uad. 


are mounted in Paris, it would inti- 


midate ſtrangers, were they to ſee a 


faithful account of all the murders 
and aſſaſſinations that happen; fre- 
quently perpetrated, it is | ſaid, by 
thoſe very men appointed by: the 
Police to guard the ſubjects. 

The Marechauſſte are "IE the 
Wie branch of the Police, and 
are diſtributed over the kingdom. 
This body conſiſts only of 3430 men 
Well mounted, and they are princi- 
pally intended to protect the roads, 
and are well adapted to catch thieves 
and murderers.” The expence of 


maintaining them amounts to up- 


wards of four millions of livres. 
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Taxation of France -The Revenue not equal to 


the Expence of the Kingdom—rFavourable 
Picture Nj the en of France. 1 ö 


AX AKTION ain; "Healing: falls 

heavy upon the poorer claſs of 
people, particularly on the farmers 
and peaſants; the rich are exempt 
from many taxes that the poor are 


obliged. to pay. No nation indulges 


in greater luxury, and yet the lux- 


uries of life are not POT OE 


taxed. 17 T7 
The RAPS extremes aft vos 


loptuins luxury,. and wretched 


poverty generally prevail in this 


kingdom. Monteſquieu obſerves, 
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6 Due Ut luxe eft roujours en propor- 
„ tion avec Þ inegalite des fortunes.” 
Hence may be inferred the female in- 
continency that pervades all ranks, 
as being an inſeparable companion of 
luxury. 

Salt, an indiſpenſable necefſary of 

life, is taxed in ſome provinces in the 
moſt exorbitant manner; and the poor 
are obliged to take a certain quantity 
from the farmers- general. This duty 
on ſalt, known by the name of gabelle, 
yields a revenue of ſixty millions of 
livres, and has ſubſiſted 1 in France 
ſince the year 1 342. 
All the taxes in the Wing den are 
levied very irregularly, ſome pro- 
vinces paying conſiderably more 
than others, and ſome being totally 
exempt Hock the gabelle, as well as 
duties on tobacco. 

By Mr. Necker's Nee in hiſs 
Dune WS * Pp . de la 

France 
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France, the total amount of the taxes 
levied, including the faille, capita- 
tion, vingtiemes, gabelle, &c. 18 
. $85,000,000, and the expences of 


the nation including the intereſt of 


the national debt, expences of army 
and navy, expences of the Royal 


be In | leſs than 610,000,000 of 


livres; ſo that the expences ex- 


ceed the revenue by 25,000,000, and 
this extra ſum is paid out of the re- 


venues that ariſe from the King' 8 
foreſts and territories. 


Notwithſtanding this embarraſſed 


ſituation of the finances -of France, 


— * 


that able ſtateſman Mr. Necker has 


drawn a favourable and intereſting 
picture of the internal wealth and 
reſources of this great monarchy ; 
he has propoſed ſuch a judicious plan 


of reformation and oeconomy in the 
different departments of the ſtate; 
. M3 
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that if they are adopted by a wife 
adminiftration, muft tend to make 
France in a ſhort time the moſt for- 
midable commercial ſtate in Europe. 
Mr. Necker may then receive the 
grateful eulogiums of his King and 
country, and convince them that a 
difference in religion is by no 
means incompatible with the ſpirit 
of a good ſubject; intereſted in the 
pProſperity and welfare of his nation. 


Fan. 


Mr. Necker profeſſes the Proteſtant Religion. 


1 
8 6 
7 (Hd 
. 15 
1 
4! 1 
ay? — 
A; is 
„ 
1 
1 
3 
ls 5 
4 212 $1588 
f . 
. 
"> 1 F? 
28. 
„ 
41 175 
BL 
{ 1 1 * 
D 
F 
th itt 
rn, 
. 
1 
4 . 
ul +108 
1 
= 7 
n 
= * 4 
1 : 4 
. 1 k 
7 ty 47 
. 4 4 
1 r 
7 
1 
4 po © 
$a - 1 ** 
1 
*. : d 
x F 6. 
* / * 
46 4 
5 J 7 
ue 1 
bd 72 
„ 
90 +25 
# 
133 
wo.” 
1 9 
r 
4% ad - 
. 4 
wt 
6 
398 
r 
4 1 
i + it bs 
' 
if, . (80 
n 
z $44 46 ' 
4 N » 
7 "4 
„ 
_ 
=_ 
$54 - 1K 
Rm: 
x 48 i 
n 
* 1 
* . 5 
Fe N 
1 
4 
. 
1 d 
. 
W 
$1 „ 
. } 
\ "SSP 
4.108 
1 fy 
N 72 
D 
tits 
„ 
1 1 3 
2447 
} 11 2 * 
is % 
3B [+ 1 40 
1 4 
1 . 2 
7 } ä 
r 
L's; 
1 
ef 
wt: + 
i 
«Ix 
» / 
83-1 
LT 
or 1 
BO 
mW 
„ 
. ; 
N 
we 
1 
ook is 
5 k 


—- 


* — 1. — TE, 'C 


— — — — — p - — > - — — 
- * —9—-——ñ—ñ— — — ——— — — ——— — = —— —— 
„PPP m: 

- . — — — 1 — 
= FS = 


* 


A YEAR AND A DAT. 175 


. 3 5 5 s 
7 1 C 7 : - To ; | FTW <p - ; | . 


0 COUNT ALMA viv A 


* 


1 Review of the N. irtues and Merit of the 
\ French Nation Religion, Temperance, Loy- 
| ali, Deconomy, Politeneſs—Progreſs i in Archi- 


| teure, Painting and Sculpture Literary 


2— ee and Uſa, © 


WAS 


| AFTER, having bee bed enu- 


merated the greater part of the 


vices and foibles of the French 
nation, it would be injuſtice and 
| partiality to paſs over unnoticed their 


virtues and their merit. 


If no nation has a greater ſhare of | 


ö 
vices and foibles, I may venture to 


aſſert that none has a greater pro- 
H 4 5 portion 
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and ſuperſtition. 

now opened by the lumieres of the 

illuſtrious - philoſophers and moral 
. ſpeculators that have within theſe 
two laſt centuries vegetated in the 
| foil of France, 
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portion of virtues and merit to pre- 
ponderate in the oppolite ſcale. ” 
The religion in France is now in 
a great meaſure diveſted of that bi- 
gotry and ſuperſtition which till 
prevail in Spain and Italy, The 


Roman Catholic faith is on the de- 
cline, and the clergy are gradually 
loſing their influence. The Era of 


real knowledge and philoſophy now 
"ſucceeds to that of dark ignorance 
Men's minds are 


Temperance may be claſſed as one 


of the greateſt virtues of Frenchmen; 
for notwithſtanding their volatile 


and impetuous tempers, and the 


45 cheapneſs * wines and ſtrong li- 


_quors, 


g 
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quors, this virtue is in no country 
more ſtrictly obſerved. 

| Loyal ty and affection for their 
King is the pride and glory of all 
ranks of people; they overlook all 
his foibles, conſtrue his vices into 
virtues, and are dazled with the 
ſ] plendour of monarchc ial govern- 
men. | 
| Genteel oeconomy, and an able 
mious manner of living within their 
incomes, juſtly merit to be imitated 
by many other nations. 

Politeneſs, and a hurt aan 
affable deportment towards ſtrangers, 
render France a deſirable reſort to 
foreigners dixeſted of early Per 
dire | a 

Gentlemen of bobs army- are ins! 
in the ſtricteſt ideas of honour ; and, 
when in the meridian of life, are 
moſt pleaſing and inſtructive com- 
panions; their knowledge and ex- 

It 5 . o ( 
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| perience, their chearfat manners s and 
agremens de converſation blended with 
@ variety of pleaſing anecdotes, di- 
veſted of unruly and childiſh impe- 
tuoſity, render them the moſt ra- 
tional and FRO men, on 
eartn. 

I have ſpent many Rappy "MAR 
ww men of this deſcription in 
France, that are an ornament to 
their country and to human nature. 

As charity covers a multitude of 
fins, ſo does the politeneſs and ſocia- 
bility of the French to ftrangers 
cover a multitude of their foĩbles. 

They have a happy flexibility of 
mind and turn of reconciliation mix- 
ed with fortitude in circumſtances of 
diſtreſs and adverſity; they are, 
however, on the other hand, lated 
to the moſt exulting pen of | Joy in 
e pork 


The 
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The general intereourſe of the 
ladies with our ſex, renders them 
free and eaſy, ' ſenſible: and lively x; 
and literature is often cultivated; by 
them in a great degree. In mixed 
companies I have heard the ladies 
take a decided part upon ſubjects of 
literature, and have been aſtoniſhed 
at their knowledge and lively con- 
ceptions; hence may be inferred 
their general influence over the men 
in the management and. nn. 
of their affairs. | 

In architecture and Gd 
Franc ſtands: at this æra unrivall- 
ed; and in painting they have made: 
the moſt rapid progreſs:; in propor- 
tion as Italy has declined in theſe 
arts, France ſeems to have een 
: ws perfection in them. 

No country produces more Alus 
trious writers in every branch of li- 
terature 3 philoſophy in all. 
50 H 6 : | the 
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the world formerly yielded the palm 
to England, has of late years be- 
come the favourite ſtudy of this vo- 
latile nation; their modern philoſo- 
phical writers are little inferior to 
the Englith. 2 
The works of D'Alembert, 1 Dide- 
rot, Maupertuis, La Fontenelle and 
Voltaire, have their peculiar excel- 
lencies, while the Modern Pliny 
Count de Buffon, excells all the 
world in Natural Hiſtory. 
Hiſtory is the branch of literature 
in which the French have rivalled all 
other nations. The works of Daniel, 
Rapin, Vertot, Dubos, | Monteſ- 
quieu, Voltaire and Raynal have 
been tranſlated into every European 
Language, and are held in the 
higheſt eſtimation by men of letters, 
- | Montagne, La Bruyere, and Roche- 
foucault ſtand unrivalled in their 
moral — 71 — the eaſy ele- 
6:31 gance 
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gance and politeneſs ok Madame de 
Sevigne's Letters have been the 
ſtandard of European taſte for a 


century in the epiſtolary ſtile. 
 Melpomene and Thalia are in no 


mall degree indebted to the efforts 


of this nation; witneſs the nervous. 


andenergetic Corneille, the ſoft and 


pathetic Racine, the gay and ſenti- 


mental Moliere, and the fanciful and 


brilliant Voltaire. + 


Fenelon, Marmontel, YR Sage, 


are of the greateſt repute in the 
ſwoln catalogue of novelliſts. 

- As for Voyages and Travels, they 
are eclipſed by other nations. 

The eaſy acceſs to public and 
en libraries in France, tends to 
diffuſe literary knowledge en, 
out the kingdom, and is of the ut - 
moſt utility to ſtrangers who wiſh. to. 
unn ie nnn 
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The thfee principal academies, or 
terary ſocieties. eſtabliſhed* for the 
advancement of learning, are of uni- 
verſal utility. L' Academie Francoise 
was inſtituted by that great encou- 
rager of literature Cardinal Riche- 
lieu; ; L' Academie Royale des I. nferip= 
tions et Belles Lettres, and L' Acade- 
mie des Sciences were both inſtituted 
by Chancellor Seguier.  _ - 
Theſe academies have reſpectively 
contributed to the improvement of 
the French language, to the culti- 
vation of Arts and Sciences, to the 
advancement of polite literature, and 
to the extending of philoſophical, 

mathematical and mechanical no) 

| ledge. - 
Every nation has chara@erifiic vir- 
1 and foibles; the latter are 
ſooner catched by the inveſtigating 

eyes of ſtrangers than the former. 
However I muſt do the French the 
8 juſtice 
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juſtice to ſay, that if a ſtranger 
poſſeſſes a chearful flexibility of tem- 
per, and occaſionally coincides with 
the humours and manners of the 
nation, he may pafs his hours im 
pleaſing and inſtructive: ſocieties, 
and thereby reap every uſeful ad- 
vantage accruing from travelling: 
The limited period. which your 
Lordſhip was pleaſed to allot for my 
reſidence in France being nearly 
elapſed, I ſhall, in proſecution of 
the plan preſcribed, ſet out for Eng 
1 in a a few Nr 
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tuous freedom; its towering chalky 


LETTER XXX. 
10 COUNT AIMADLIVx A. 


A rival at Calais—Preparations for War in the 
Frontier Towns of Flanders—An Engliſh: 
Philsſopher's ſoaring. TROP and demonſira- 


tion. 


8 thus far got o on my journey 
to the celebrated iſland of tumul- 


cliffs preſent themſelves to the fight 
at ſeven leagues diſtance. ' I Ianguith. | 


for the hour of the packet's depar- 

ture with a je ne ſais quo: of anxious 

palpitation. 

Curioſity, mingled with 8 

tremors, indicating ſomething like 

fear, poſſeſſes moſt foreigners at the 
idea 


— 
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% ..4 


idea of approaching this iland, cele- 
brated for the freedom of its ſubjects, 
in robbing and giving coups de pi Bee, 
as well as coups de poing. 8 

Since I left Paris, I have viſited 
BH of the frontier towns in French 
Flanders, where aſtoniſhing pre- 
parations are making for the impend- 
ing war with the FORO: of Ger- 
1 Ar | 

From Liſle I went to Tournay 
5 arid run over the field of the famous 
Fontenoy battle, where the French, 
with a force much ſuperior to the 
allied army, gained 'a victory par 

hazard, and where the Engliſh troops 
were beat with glorr. 

Travellers are harraſſed by a ſet 
of rapacious cuſtom-houſe · officers at 
every frontier town, who open and 
rummage their trunks. The manu- 
factures of one province are prohibit- 
ed in another, the ſame as if they 
N e ; wand 
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were foreign articles. This duty is 
executed with all the inſolence of 
office by the officers of La Dowane. 
I paſſed fome days at Boulogne, 
in hopes of ſeeing the' ſcientific | 
Monſieur Pilatre de Rozier take his 
aerial flight for England; but the 
wind always proving unfavourable, 
prevented his aſcenſion. It is aſto- 
niſhing to what a pitch the balloon 
rage has ſeized thi people of this 
country, and the improvements that 
have been made in this ſcience ſince 
Mongolfier's firſt diſcovery at the 
time Li Caiſe range 2 Pay- 
ment. l 
A few nights 480 1 ſapped- with 
Plomſteur Pilatre de Rozier at Bou- 
logne, in a crouded, promiſcuous 
company. A young Engliſhman _ - 
2 Philoſophical turn, wiſhing to 
carry the improvements in the bal- 
Joon ſyſtem to the higheſt ſtate of 
per- 


44 ©T7 


A EAR AND A DAY. 187 


perfection, addreſſed himſelf, in a ſert- 
ous tone of voice to Monfieur de Rozier, 
and maintained it to be poſſible to 
go to the Eaſt Indies with a balloon 
in twelve hours. The company laid 


down their forks, and ſtared; while 


the Engliſhman warmly attempted 
to demonſtrate an impoſſibility. 


66 
66 


We all know, continued he, 'the 
_ earths diurnal motion round its. 
axis—we' all know that there is 


an atmoſphere furrounding 'the 
earth to the height of forty or fifty 


miles from its furface ; upon the 
principles of gravity and attracti- 
on, this atmoſphere i is aQuated 
more or leſs, as it is nearer or 


further from the ſurface of the 


earth; for the nearer this atmoſ- 
phere is to the earth's ſphere, the 
more is the air condenſed,] and 


the greater the diſtance, the more 


= 18 * ſuppoſe a bal- 


& loo. 


46 


(66 
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Joon could be ſo conſtructed as 
to contain a ſufficient quantity 
of gas to raiſe it beyond the 


atmoſphere.” Beyond the at- 
moſphere, exclaimed the eompa- 


ny with a ſneer and a ſtare of 
aſtoniſhment! Ves, beyond 
the atmoſphere, or even towards 
the limits of its moſt thin and ſub- 
tile particles; I ſay I ſhould then 


be almoſt in a perfect ſtate of reſt 
with my balloon, as not being 


influenced by the attraction of the 


earth in its diurnal motion, and 


by remaining in that ſtate for 
twelve hours, it is poſſible that I 


might accompliſh. a landing in the 
Eaſt Innes, or among the Anti- 
pades.”” es, replied Mr. Pi- 


latre de Rozier, with an. affable 
ſmile. Is it not as poſſible you 


9 land in the 8 or per- 
e 
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haps i in ſome other planet! ? Car c E 
wall r prendre la lune avec les dents.” oh 


CALAIS,” APRIL, 1785. 


TO COUNT ALMAYIY A. 


Dover Ferne by Cuſtom-houſe Of 


cers and Porters The apprebenſions of Fer- . 


1 bony e ng H. en ymen. 


— 


Aren. a . ; poll of twelve 


hours, we arrived at Dover - 


The inſtant the other paſſengers and 


myſelf ſet our feet on the Engliſh 


ſhore, we were ſurrounded by a 
number of officious innkeepers, . vo- 
racious 
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tacious cuſtomhouſe officers, inſo- 
lent porters, and keen pickpockets, 
forming a medley concourſe, and poſ- 
ſeſſing ſeparate and intereſted views. 
At a little diſtance ſtood a gaping 
croud of men, women, and children, 
idly gazing on the poor foreigners, 
as if creatures of a different ſpecies. 

1 followed the porter that carried 
my trunk to the cuſtomhouſe, and, 
with all the ſuſpicions of a cautious 
ſtranger, kept as ſharp a lock - out 
after him, as I did toward my pockets. 
This is a moſt iniquitous prac- 
tice, (ſaid I, to one of the cuſtom- 
houſe officers) and diſgraceful to a 
free country, to exact three ſhillings 
and ſixpence for doing your duty ri- 
gidly, in rummaging and overturning 
every article in my trunk. Cuſ- 

tom, Sir, whe 1e, has eſtabliſhed 
| theſe fees in country for ex- 
Te each ee * and I found 
. that 
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chat I muſt either pay his unreaſon- 
able demand, or have my luggage 
detained, and of the two alternatives 
I choſe the firſt. e ark EE ha 
On dur arrival at the! inn after this. 
e the porter's demand was 
| quay; exorbitant. Ges Faeals n 
5 carrying ads trunk e Hens 
to the cuſtomhouſe is eighteen pence, 
but 1 hope your honour will give me 
ſomething beſides to drink your 
health.” —I had no ſooner objected 
to his charge, than pleaſe; your honour 


*. 


was changed into the moſt ſeurrilous 


epithets, accompanied with horrid 


oaths and imprecations, and me- 
nacing looks with doubled fiſts, that 


I judged it alſo moſt pradens to com- 


ply with his demands. 7 


Theſe matters, ſaid L to yal, | 
are certainly worſe regulated in this 


land of freedom, chan * are in 
5: ͤ dq? 
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the well-policed monarchy of France 


—But avaunt reaſoning for travel - 
lers are in every country more or 
loſs liable to impoſitionss 

It aſtoniſhes a ſtranger to obſerve 
the difference that the diſtance of 
ſeven leagues only makes 1 in the ap- 


Pearance, character, and manners of 


two nations. Dover, like Calais, 
cannot impreſs foreigners with any 
favourable prepoſſeſſions of the coun- 
try, or its inhabitants. I ſhall there- 
fore ſuſpend forming any deciſive 
judgment, till I have an opportunity 
of minutely examining the people 


and their manners in the capital. 


The dread of being attacked by 
highwaymen, prevents a French 
gentleman and myſelf from ſetting 
off this evening for London. Theſe 


apprehenſions affect a foreigner more 
than a native of England; becauſe, 
from the habits of France and Spain, 
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we annex the idea of aſſaſſination to 
highway robberies. Though we are 
affured of the politeſſe that prevails 
among this banditti, termed by the 
Engliſh, gentlemen of the road, and 
who, it is ſaid, never murder but in 
ſituations where their attacks are re- 
fiſted ; yet few foreigners can diveſt 
| themſelves of the apprehenſions of 

lofing their lives when wien of 


their money. 


Send arts 1785. 
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LETTER XXXI. 
TO COUNT ALMAYIVA. 


8 between Eg barns French 1e 
3 i/h Ins—Poft” Chai ſes and Horſes 
Poſt-Boy— Road from Dover to London— 
St. Fames's Park—Curſory and n 
View WF London and Paris. 


HERE is as much difference be- 
tween men and manners, as 
between Arabian horſes and Spaniſh 
ones; or, as between Engliſh horſes 
and greyhounds, and thoſe of French 
production. 8 
The French are of 115 greater 
imitators of the Engliſh, than the 
Engliſh are of ' the French cuſ- 
toms. In the idea of an Engliſh- 
man, it is not conſiſtent with found 

| 0. reaſon 
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reaſon and judgment to follow im- 


plicitly the fantaſtic manners of the 
French nation. The Engliſh wo- 
men, however, have a great propen- 
fity to adopt the gay faſhions of 


France; but as they are held in a 
greater ſtate of ſubſerviency to the 


men than in France, and whoſe 
taſtes will conſequently be conſulted, 
the female French modes can never 
predominate in England. 


The accommodation of the inns, 


and the poſt chaiſes and horſes on 
the Engliſh -roads, are the firſt ob- 
jects that ſtrike foreigners ;—the 


inn-keepers and waiters pay the moſt 


polite attention to ſtrangers ;—they 


wait upon their gueſts at table, ob- ; 
ſerving the molt filent awe and re- 


ſpect. I muſt confeſs I felt myſelf 
a Spaniard again, having my dor- 
mant pride awaked by the reſpectful 
attention of my fellow creatures. 
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The Engliſh poſt-boy pays a fond 
attention to his horſes, and 1s 

obligingly reſpectful towards his 
company. At every little hill he 
diſmounts, and allows his horſes to 
drag their burden gently on. He 
never beats his horſes on the head, as 
is cuſtomary among the French poſ- 
tillions. On the contrary, the Eng- 
Iiſh poſtillion and his horſes ſeem to 
be in perfect accord and friendſhip; 
without much noiſe, ſpurring, crack- 
ing, or whipping, he has the art of 
making his horſes move on with 
proud and majeſtic pace, gliding the 
carriage rapidly over the well- beaten 

_ gravel road. 
The road between Dover and Lon- 
don, particularly after paſſing Can- 
terbury, is truly noble. It has no 
pave as thoſe of France; but it poſ- 
ſefles a more eſſential property, that 
of having pathways raiſed all along, 
| 3 for 
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| for the accommodation of foot paſ- | 
ſengers. The adjacent country is 
fertile and well cultivated ; the mea- 
dows and fields are full of horſes 
and black cattle; the farmers and 
peaſants are robuſt, healthy, and in- 
duſtrious ; the iuns rival gentlemen's 
hotels, and the country ſeats are 

like palaces. All proclaim the opu- 
lence, conveniency, cleanlineſs, and 

induſtry of the inhabitants. 

We arrived in London upon Sun- 
day, without being attacked by high. © 
waymen, as we apprehended. There 
being no play-houſes or places of 
amuſement open in this country 
upon Sunday, we ſtrolled into St. 

_ James's Park.—Good God! exclaim- 
ed I to my companion, where have 
we got to? Quelle triſteſſe! replied 
he, one would ſuppoſe that half the 
people in London had ſome relation 
dead, and that the Park was the 
I 3 place 
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place of rendezvous for a general in- 
terment. 

The gait of the Engliſh differs 
from that of the French. It par- 
takes of the gravity of the Spaniſh, 
and the ſtatelineſs of the Turkiſh.— 
This difference ſtrikes a foreigner on 
his arrival in England, after a reſi- 
"dence in France. be, 

With ſerious countenances and up- 
right carriages, the Engliſh walk in 
filent ſtate. They ſtare at each other 
in paſſing, and frequently criticiſe 
upon the cock of a ny or the form 
of a buckle. Ber r 

If a fine lady paſſes a 8 
with prudiſh concern, to conceal the 
charms of a fine countenance, he 
politely drops a full-ſtopped courteſy, 
in order to have a peep at her face 
under an immenſe parachute hat. 
Theſe inſults. paſs with impunity in 
this land of freedom, as the lady's. 

huſband 
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hufband or gallant may be better em- 
ployed in attending the circulation 
of the bottle. 
No bon mots, no riſible anecdotes, 
no fallies of humour to ſet the table 
in a roar as at Paris. Theſe ſeem to 
be more judiciouſly reſerved for the 
curtain tete-d-tite of a fond wife, or 
the tea; table (candal of e female 
unn, e 
A view of the city 10 1 de 
mdeiſtraven to a ſtranger the nature 
of the Engliſh conſtitution. | Every 
thing proclaims the citizens to be a 
moſt reſpe&able part of 'the com- 
munity. Their conveniencies and 
Accommodation areconſultedas much 
as that of the nobility. 2 
Affluence and eaſe may be ſaid to 
| form the contraſting extremes of the 
inhabitants of London, and luxury 
and indigence that of the inhabitants 
of Paris—Les Anglois nagent dans les. 
Hs biens; 
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bens; mais les Fr rancois nagent dans 


tes plaifirs. 
London is at leaſt one third part 


larger than Paris, and contains one 


third more of inhabitants. In every 
ſtreet there are pavements for the 
foot paſſengers, and the zout-enſemble 
of this capital has more elegance and 
cleanlineſs than that of France.— 
Paris has more magnificent public 
buildings and hotels, alfo a greater 


variety of public amuſements. Lon- 


don has fewer churches and bridges, 


but they excel thoſe of Paris in ex- 


terior appearance, and exceed them 
in magnitude. This capital has a 
variety of ſpires and ſteeples, deemed 


moſt ſuperb pieces of architecture; 
but as I have an antipathy to beaten 


tracts, your Lordſhip, I hope, will 


excuſe my laconic deſcription of 


towne, churches, and bridges. DE 


* 
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The diverſity of characters in this 
nation, and the difference of religion, 
manners, and cuſtoms, yield an ample 
field of ſpeculation to the ſcruti- 
nizing eye of a foreigner. I ſhall 
endeavour to give your Lordſhip 


ſuch ſtrictures as may be the reſult 


of a cloſe inveſtigation during my 
reſidence in England. In contraſting 
occaſionally the manners of England 
with thoſe of France, ſeveral obſer- 
vations will naturally occur, that 


might have eſcaped my attention 


while on the continent. 
LONDON, APRIL 1785, 
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550 ; COUNT ALMAYIV As 


| Luxury in France, and Ambition in England— 
Auntipathies ſubſiſting between the two Nations 
Abe civility of Innkeepers and Tradeſmen 
in England — Engl. i/b Characters more favour- 
ably repreſented on the French Stage, than the 
French are on the Engl:/h—Conjefures theres 
on—1 uſtances of Folly AS peculiar to England, 
as thoſe of Vanity are to France. | 


 UXURY has not made the ſame 
| ' progreſs in London as at Paris; 
but ambition in ſome meaſure. per 


vades every rank. The inequality of 
| fortunes is greater in France than in 
England ; and from hence we. may 
infer, that luxury and happineſs are 
in greater proportion; for the pro- 
portion 


portion of Happineſs" does not ariſe - 
from ſtates of affluence and eaſe, ſo 
much as from luxury and poverty. 
This ſeeming paradox is demon- 
ſtrable, when we conſider the cold 
indifference with which indigent peo- 
ple view the ſplendor of palaces, and 
luſtre of dreſs and equipage. On 
the other hand, we ſee thoſe in a 
middling ſtate of life, and poſſeſſed 
of eaſy competencies, view the daz- 
== allurements of luxury with emo» 
tions of ambition and jealouſy. But 
after all, though the reſtleſs prin- 
ciples of ambition may, for the time, 
interrupt our happineſs, yet, when 
reſtrained within juſt bounds, it is a 
laudable paſſion, and one of the 
greateſt 1 incentives to talents and i in- 15 
ann W 2 n ee | 

To the diſgrace of arti nature, 
as Engliſh and French hate one 
another, with as much inveteracy 
10 „ e 
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as ever was known among the Ro- 
mans and Carthaginjans, | . The long 
and conſtant wars between the two 
nations may have tended to keep alive 
their mutual antipathies ;—their ri- 
valſhip and jealouſy of commerce, 
as well as in the republic of let- 
ters, may have alſo contributed to 
that end;—and befides, from the 
nature of the Engliſh conſtitution, 
it may be deemed politic to encourage 
this hatred among the people. 
_ ._ Notwithſtanding the great inter- 
courſe between-the two nations, the 
acrimonious angles. of animoſity are 
not blunted ; for they rer ti con- 
demn the manners and cuſtoms of 
each other, and, at the ſame time, 
adopt and imitate them. 
The aubergiſtes and gens de metier in 
France, are nat ſo polite or civil as 
thoſe. of England. On the other 
hand, the petits gens, or lower claſs 
q | of 
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people in England, are not only ex- 
ceedingly rude and infolent to ſtran- 
-gers, but even to their own ſuperiors. 
They entertain ſtrange antipathies 
to foreigners, particularly againſt the 
French nation. | 
The French in general have a 
more favourable idea of the Engliſh 
nation, than the Engliſh entertain 
of the French. A view of the man- 
ner of repreſenting Engliſh charac- 
ters on the French ſtage, will evince 
the truth of my aſſertion. The 
French dramatic writers draw an 
Engliſh character in a generous and 
reſpectable light: — the Engliſh, on 
the contrary, repreſent the French 
characters in the moſt ludicrous and 
contemptible one. This may, in 
ſome meaſure, ariſe from ſo many 
Engliſh people of fortune travelling 
into France, and impreſſing the 
| mne of the F rench with ideas of 
generobty z 1 


7 N 
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my 


FEW ION and, on the other hand, 
ſo many French coming to England, 
with a view to enrich themſelves, — 
a claſs of people unfit to give any 
favourable opinion of their country ; 
and indeed it is rather an unfair cri- 
terion to judge by, of the merit or de- 
merit of the OR maſs of the na- 
tion. . 901 
As there are greater inſtances of 
vanity in France, ſo there are greater 
inſtances of folly in England. It is 
not uncommon to find a man of for- 
tune in France ſquander his laſt 
ſhilling, to ſupport his vanity in the 
luxuries of the table, retinue, dreſs 
and equipage ; neither is it uncom- 
mon to ſee an Engliſh' nobleman 
ſquander a fortune in his manie, for a 
ſpecies of gaming peculiar to this 
country, called Horſe racing and cock- 
bung: while he appears in the 
dreſs of a jockey, or mere mechanic. 
0 England, 


* 
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England, of all other nations, a- 
bounds with the greateſt diverſity of 
fingular characters. Every one acts 
according to the dictates of his fancy, 
or bent of his inclination ;—indeed, 
we may look upon the different hu- 
mours and characters of this nation 
as the effects of their liberty. Many 
of the beau monde, commit ſuch enor- 
mouns follies andextravagancies, as ap- 
pear in the eyes of reaſonable people a 
kind of temporary madneſs. The lower 
claſs of people frequently aſſume that 
pomp of independency, and pride of 
greatneſs, which, in other nations, 
could only be reconcilable to no- 
been 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
| TO COUNT ALMAYLY As | 


- Manners in which we have not been educated ap- 
' pear ridiculous—The- Engliſh and French 
Manners at Table contrafted—Dr unkennefs 
more prevalent in England than in France or 
Spain—Engliſh and French Mufic—Peculiar 
| attachments to muſical Inſtruments. | 


HE force of cuſtom is peculiar 

to every nation, and frequently 

9" RI us to ridicule manners, that 
have no other fault but that of being 
contrary to thoſe in which we have 
been educated. Hence the manners 
of England, contraſted with thoſe of 
France, wh always aftord ſubject of 


| ridicule 


| 
| 
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ridicule to a | Frenchman, and Vice 
verſa. TIDE 

The Engliſh differ from the Fre nch 
more eſſentially in their manners at 
table, than the Spaniards do from the 
Germans. It is ſome time before an 
Engliſhman can be reconciled to the 
appearance of a French table, where 
the company have napkins faſtened 
up to their chins, in order to pre- 
vent the different ſauces beſmear- 
5 ing their clothes. A Frenchman, 
from the habit of wiping his mouth 
at every two or three mouthfuls, 
finds himſelf uncomfortable and mal. 
adroit at an Engliſh table, where 
no napkins are made uſe of. He 
is equally diſguſted at the idea of 
wiping his mouth on a table- cloth, 
that might have been made uſe of by 
another perſon, as at — out of | 
dhe ſame * 
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The Engliſh make ule: of their 
Knives and forks at table; the French 
eat with their forks only, having 
previouſly cut up their victuals in 
{mall morſels. The Engliſh con- 
demn the French for a diſguſting 
habit of picking their teeth after 
dinner with a ſharp pointed knife or 
fork; and the. French accuſe the 
Engliſh of making uſe of a pich-toath 
before the reſt of the company have 
finiſhed their repas. 
In England' the cloth is oe 
immediately after dinner to make 
way for bottles, decanters and glaſſes; 
after a glaſs or two of ceremonious 
zoafts, the ladies have an unſociable 
cuſtom of retiring, and upon this 
event the countenances of the gen- 
tlemen ſeem elated with joy. — But 
in France, how far more pleaſing? 
there the cloth remains covered with 
. -- the 


| 
| 
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the deſert till the company think 
Proper to remove from table, and the 
ladies ſociably continue to enliven 
the converſation with bon mots and 
reparttes. 
+: proportion a as the toaſts are cir- 
culated at an Engliſh table after the 
ladies have withdrawn themſelv 85% 
5 Joquacity gains ground, and at length 
preſides over taciturniy. The con- 
verſation is in general rather ſenti- 
mental and inſtructive than like that 
of their neighbours, facetious and 
pleafing ; each perſon wiſhes more 
to diſplay a ſuperiority of under- 
ſtanding than to make himſelf agree- 
able by his endeavours to pleaſe; 
hence matters of opinion are fre- 
quently oppoſed, and warm debates 
enſue, tenaciouſly diſcuſſed by the 
1 ente, 
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Drinking of toaſts is not fo com- 


mon in England as formerly; this 


cuſtom is now generally diſuſed in 
genteel companies. The Engliſh 
carried this ſort of Gothic politeneſs to 
the extreme as being a plauſible 1 0 


text for their intemperance. 


Phe diſgrace attending the vice we 
drunkenneſs in Franceand Spain, de- 


ters the people from plunging into 


ſuch exceſſes; but in England as it 
ſeems no way prejudicial to the 
morals or character of a good ſub- 
ject to offer occaſional libations at 
the ſhrine of Bacchus, it is not ſur- 
priſing to ſee ſo many devotces ng 
all ranks. 


Although the French ridicule the 


Engliſh for their fondneſs of animal 
food and ſolids, and the Engliſh ri- 


dicule the French for their partiali- 


ties to ſoups, ragouts, and fricaſſees, 


yet 
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yet the one nation adopts and imi- 
tates la cuifine of the other. 


| Notwithſtanding the Engliſh de- 
vour their victuals much quicker 


than the French, yet complaints 


- indigeſtion are not fo frequent as. 


in France ; but this may be account- 
ed for, when we conſider the par- 
tiality of the Engliſh to animal food 
moderately dreſſed with its own na- 
tural juice; and that of the French 


to its being over-boiled or roaſted, 


and provoking ſauces ſubſtituted for 
natural juices. Befides, every diſ- 


cerning traveller muſt. allow the 
Engliſh in general to be more mo- 
derate eaters than the French; it is 
true, the numerous turtle-gorman- 


dizers may have drawn a general 


imputation on the Engliſh nation 
tending to invalidate this affertion ; 
0 a comparative view of the tables 


175 d bites 
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d hites of Paris, and the ordinaries, | 

or taverns of London, will juſtify 
the truth of my affirmation. 

The Engliſh are not fond of French 
muſic, and the French cannot bear 
that of the Engliſh. The French 
from vanity, or ſome other motive, 
have ſuppreſſed the Italian Operas, 
and ſubſtituted tragic and comic 
operas in their own language. The 
Engliſh, ſenfible that their language 
is badly adapted for muſical harmony, 
Have renounced the idea of ſucceed- 
ing in Engliſh Operas, and in their 
place have judiciouſly adopted the 
Italian ones. Nations even differ as 
much in their peculiarities of taſte 
for mufical inſtruments, as they do 
in their manners; the Englith and 
Germans are attached to the flute 
and all wind inſtruments; the 
French to the violin, for men, 

wo- 


A YEAR AND A DAY, 215 


women, and children ſcrape upon 
catgut; and the Spaniards have 


always been attached to the guitar as 
the moſt picaling! inſtrument for ſe- 


renading. 


The ſhop-keepers and e 


ple of London, poſſeſs a degree of 


probity and integrity in all their 
dealings, and they never charge. 
ſtrangers more than the ſtated prices. 


People of the ſame deſcription in 
Paris, as well as the aubergiſtes 
throughout the kingdom, exact ad- 


ditional prices from ſtrangers, and as 


it were form a combination to fleece 
and cheat them on every occaſion. 
The nobility of England are men 
of profound erudition, and the no- 
bleſſe of France are men of ſtrict ho- 
nour. France, I believe, produces 
as many characters nobly combining 


theſe qualities as England; but 


from 


9 
| 
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from the nature of the two govern- 
ments, the one quality is cheriſhed _ 
in a greater degree among the no- 

bility of the one kingdom than the 
other. „ | 


LONDON, MAY, 1785. 
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TO SUSANNA AT SEVILLE.. 


| The. Engliſh and F. rench Fadies comraſied— 
AHodes ef ſaluting the Women in e and 


Fra rance. N 


* 
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THE Engliſh women are poſ- 
ſeſſed of more true modeſty and 
decency than the French. From 
the habits of education an Engliſh 
lady would ſhrink at the idea of a 
Gentleman's attending her to a toilet, 
or even at his approaches n 1 5 
her bed- chamber. bo 
Conſtancy in love, 155 e | 
been the marking characteriſtic of - 
the Engliſn women, and it is ſtill 


5 b France to ſay, when - 


N K alluding 


. . . _ a GPs ona, — ene— — — eng 
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alluding to that paſſion, aimer comme 
une Angloiſe; this is a compliment 


the Engliſh women in general merit, 


and which even the jealouſy and 


rivalſhip of the French does not hin- 
der hem from beſtowing upon their 
fair neighbours ; but although female 


incontinency is not ſo prevalent 'in 
this kingdom as in France, yet I 
will venture to ſay, that in propor- 
| tion as luxury, politeneſs, and French 
manners, are » univerſally adopted, 
we ſhall ſee rapid ſtrides made to- 


wards _—_— Je Dane in that 


: _ 


An Engliſh: buſkind; Hike a _ | 


nich one, expoſes the infidelities of 
his wife, and it would be deemed 


diſhonourable to live with her after 


he has diſcovered them. A French- 
man, on the contrary, ſereens the 
capricious wanderings of his wife, 
views them with indifference, and 
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continues to live with her in habits 


of intimacy and friendſhip. In 
France, to ſuch a ſtate of debaſe- 
ment is the idea of love generally 
carried, that for a woman to- re- 
main conſtant to one object would 
be as unfaſhionable, as to adhere to 
one mode of dreſs. I could not help 
deploring the frailty of human na- 
"nes; when I have heard a French 
married lady in alluding to love, lay, 
ith. an inviting ſmile, Ceft. im- 
50. tuo de Manger aber, * . 
41 pain.” i 
The Engliſh; women e a natu- 
5 re ſervedneſs which forbids the 
approaches of ſtrangers; ; ſhould a 
foreigner regard their beauty with 
looks of admiration, he has only in 
return, a frowning look and diſ- 
dainful air. The French women on 


= the contrary, have a chearful invit- 


| 10S eee and they collect all their 
Bibi K 2 charms 


1 
[1 
{ 
1 
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charms to make themſelves agreeable 
to ſtrangers, and to gain their ad- 
miration; indeed it is impoſſible to 
be ſilent in their company, and all 
ſerious inclined perſons muſt take 
part in the chit chat however frivo- 
lous ; hence there are more prudes 
in En gland, and more . in 
Frane. 4 
| £5825 1. ey in England on 
terms of 4 intirnacy - to ſalute the wo- 
mens lips; this a Frenchwoman 
deems ohe of the laſt liberties, and 
which ſhe never permits but to her 
favourite object; $718 ſaluting the 
French women, they generally pre- 
ſent their cheeks ; but the women 
of quality ho Viſh to preſerve un- 
impaired the artificial hues laid on at 
5 their toilets proportionably to their 
rank, have a cuſtom of preſenting 
their foreheads; and the centre is 

Wes the moſt faſhionable, and 


1 indeed 


- 
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indeed, moſt graceful ſpot for the 
* to come in ona with the 75 


Kiffing t the lips 18 15 common in 


cis country, that the action fre- 

; quently paſſes on the ſtage in ſome 
of the beſt Engliſh comedies—and 
which foreigners claſs among one of 


the moſt indecent cuſtoms, of which 


and vices in the French and Engliſh 
nations, as well as foibles peculiar 


they can accuſe this nation. 


The French women will allow 
almoſt every liberty with that flip- 
pant member, the tongue, but the | 
liberty of action with the hands, to 
which the Englith are accuſtomed in 
making love, is reſtrained within 
the ſtricteſt bounds of modeſty © on 

the French ſtage, as well as in pri- 
vate life. _ | 


There! 18 ſuch; a mixture of virtues 


to each, deriving their ſource from 
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the influences of education and cli- 
- mate, that what appear foibles in the 
opinion of a Frenchman or Engliſh- 
man, may ariſe only from their not 
_ correſponding with thoſe to which 
he has been accuſtomed ; it is there- 
fore not to be wondered, I ſhould 
find leſs: ſubje& of ridicule in Eng- 
land than in France, when we con- 
ſider the ſimilarity of many of the 
Engliſh characters and manners to 
thoſe of n 
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This Day is publiſhed, in n Three Volumes, Twelves, | 


price 9s. ſewed, a Second Edition, 


+4 (With great Alterations and Additions), 


| or that Celebrated Novel, publiſhed under the 


Pa tronage of the Literary Society, called 
MODERN TIMES, 


Or the Adventures of GABRIEL Oure AST; 


Written in imitation of Gil Blas. Sold for the 
Author by J. Murray, F lect-ſtreet, 


This work is a complete picture of the preſent 


times, and, in a ſeries of entertaining adventures, 
very humourouſly deſcribes, among many others, 


' a variety of well-known faſhionable characters, 


with real anecdotes, and lays open to view the va- 


rious arts and deceptions of the age, in all profeſ- 
ſions of life. 


ui capit ille Ai . 


The Author of Modern Times is the very Hemf- ; 


kirk of Noveliſts—Zxgli/h Review. 


Many of the characters here introduced are 8 : 


with ſpirit, and preſerved with conſiſtency. The 
different fituations are deſcribed with pleaſanti y, 
and we are led through the train of adventures 


without langour or liſtleſſneſs. The Author is 


generally in good humour himſelf, except where 
he ſpeaks of Reviewers and Bookſellers, and his 


ſtrokes of ridicule are ſometimes ſo poignant, and 
generally ſo tranfitory, that we forget our own 


laſhes, to contemplate the puniſhment of our neigh- 
bours, we feldom fair better. Critical Review. 


The Author of this Noyel has painted the low 
ſcenes in life in the higheſt and trueſt Colours, 


_ Monthly Review. 
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